
 
 

  
NATIONAL STATEMENT BY MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
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22 SEP TEMBER 20 23 
  

  
Bu ild in g  a  Fu t u re -P roo f Un it e d  Na t ion s a n d  Mu lt ila t e ra l Syst e m  

  
  

Mr P re sid e n t  
  

1  I con g ra t u la t e  His Exce lle n cy De n n is  Fra n c is  on  a ssu m in g  t h e  
P re sid e n cy o f t h e  78 th  se ss ion  o f t h e  Ge n e ra l Asse m b ly. W e  a re  d e lig h t e d  t h a t  
a  fe llow  m e m b e r o f t h e  Fo ru m  o f Sm a ll St a t e s  (FOSS) h a s  b e e n  e le c t e d  t o  t h e  
h ig h e st  o ffice  in  t h e  Ge n e ra l Asse m b ly. I a lso  t h a n k His  Exce lle n cy Csa b a  Kőrösi 
fo r h is  a d e p t  s t e w a rd sh ip  o f t h e  77 th  se ss ion  d u rin g  a  ve ry c h a lle n g in g  ye a r. 
  
  
2  Ou r w orld  is  a  t ro u b le d  p la ce .  Th e  COVID-19 p a n d e m ic  w a s a  
g lob a l t e s t  o f e q u it y, o f g ove rn a n ce , a n d  o f p re p a re d n e ss . Bu t  q u it e  fra n kly, o u r 
w orld  ca m e  u p  sh o rt . W e  a re  s t ill d e a lin g  w it h  it s  se q u e la e  – in  h e a lt h ca re  a n d  
e d u ca t ion , a n d  t h e  lon g -t e rm  im p a c t  on  ou r w orld  e con om y a n d  o n  g lob a l 
so lid a rit y.    
  
  
3  Th e  re ce n t  n a t u ra l d isa st e rs  in  fa c t  u n d e rlin e  ou r c om m o n  
vu ln e ra b ilit y a s  n a t ion s  on  t h e  sa m e  p la n e t . Na t u re  is  a  fo rce  t h a t  d oe s  n o t  
re sp e c t  b o rd e rs . Ou r h e a rt s  g o  ou t  t o  t h e  vic t im s o f t h e  e a rt h q u a ke s in  
Morocco  a n d  Tu rke y, a n d  t h e  flood s in  Lib ya . Th e re  a re  loo m in g  fo o d  a n d  w a t e r 



c rise s . An d  if w e  m iss  ou r c lim a t e  ch a n g e  t a rg e t s , w e  w ill h e a p  e ve n  m o re  
m ise ry u p on  ou rse lve s  a n d  o n  fu t u re  g e n e ra t ion s . 
  
  
4   Be yon d  t h e  d e va st a t ion  ca u se d  b y p a n d e m ics  a n d  n a t u ra l 
d isa st e rs , w e  h a ve  c re a t e d  p u re ly m a n -m a d e  t ra g e d ie s  a s  w e ll. Th e  Ru ssia -
Ukra in e  c on flic t  con t in u e s  t o  ra g e  o n . It  is  a  fu ll-fron t a l a ssa u lt  on  t h e  UN 
Ch a rt e r a n d  a  fla g ra n t  vio la t ion  o f in t e rn a t ion a l la w . Glob a l food  se cu rit y h a s  
b e e n  a g g ra va t e d  b y t h e  w a r in  Ukra in e  a s  w e ll a s  b y c lim a t e  ch a n g e , w h ich  w ill 
a d d  t o  in fla t ion a ry p re ssu re s e ve ryw h e re . In  ASEAN, in  m y p a rt  o f t h e  w orld , 
t h e  vio le n t  cou p  in  Mya n m a r h a s  d e p rive d  t h e  p e o p le  o f Mya n m a r o f t h e  p e a ce  
a n d  d e ve lo p m e n t  t h a t  t h e y so  rich ly n e e d  a n d  d e se rve . Ou r h e a rt s  g o  ou t  t o  
ou r b ro t h e rs  a n d  s is t e rs  in  Mya n m a r. 

  
  
5  Th is  p e rfe c t  s t o rm  is  a g g ra va t e d  b y p o lit ica l d ysfu n c t ion  a lm ost  
e ve ryw h e re  – fra c t iou s  h yp e r p o la rise d  d om e st ic  p o lit ic s , t h e  d is illu sion m e n t  
w it h  g lob a lisa t ion  a n d  m u lt ila t e ra lism , a n d  t h e  la ck o f s t ra t e g ic  t ru st  b e t w e e n  
cou n t rie s , a n d  if I m a y a d d , e sp e c ia lly b e t w e e n  t h e  su p e rp ow e rs . Th is  
d ysfu n c t ion  h ob b le s  o u r a b ilit y t o  d e a l w it h  t h e  p la n e t a ry c rise s  t h a t  g o  b e yon d  
t h e  a b ilit y o f a n y s in g le  su p e rp ow e r o r e ve n  b locs  o f cou n t rie s  t o  ove rcom e . In  
fa c t , a ll cou n t rie s  n e e d  t o  w o rk t og e t h e r t o  b u ild  coh e re n t  a n d  re a lis t ic  
m u lt ila t e ra l so lu t ion s . 
  
  
6   Sin g a p o re  is  a  t in y, vu ln e ra b le , op e n  is la n d  c it y s t a t e , a n d  t h e re fo re  
w e  h a ve  t o  s t ron g ly su p p o rt  t h e  Un it e d  Na t ion s  a n d  t h e  in d isp e n sa b le  ru le s-
b a se d  m u lt ila t e ra l syst e m . It  p rovid e s  a  s t a b le  fra m e w ork fo r u s  t o  t h rive , t o  
e xe rc ise  ou r a u t on o m y, a n d  t o  ch a rt  ou r ow n  fu t u re  fo r ou r ow n  p e op le . 
  
  
7  I w a s g la d  t o  se e  t h e  u rg e n t  fo cu s on  t h e se  issu e s d u rin g  t h is  ye a r’s  
Hig h -Le ve l W e e k. Th e  SDG (Su st a in a b le  De ve lop m e n t  Goa ls) Su m m it  sh o w s 
t h a t  w e  h a ve  fa lle n  b e h in d  o u r t a rg e t s .  Th e  Clim a t e  Am b it ion  Su m m it , t h e  
t h re e  Hig h -Le ve l Me e t in g s  on  He a lt h , a n d  t h e  p re p a ra t o ry m e e t in g  fo r t h e  
Su m m it  o f t h e  Fu t u re  h e lp  u s  t o  re -ca lib ra t e  t h e  m u lt ila t e ra l syst e m .  
  
  
8   I w ish  t o  p u t  fo rw a rd  t h re e  p rin c ip le s  t h a t  sh ou ld  g u id e  ou r 
co lle c t ive  e ffo rt s  t o  m a ke  ou r m u lt ila t e ra l syst e m  m o re  re s ilie n t  a n d  re a d y fo r 
t h e  fu t u re . 
  
  



9  Firs t , w e  s h o u ld  re a ffirm  o u r c o m m it m e n t  t o  b u ild in g  a  
m u lt ila t e ra l s ys t e m  t h a t  re fle c t s  o u r  e n lig h t e n e d  lo n g -t e rm  in t e re s t s  a s  a  
g lo b a l c o m m u n it y. Un fo rt u n a t e ly, t h e  w o rld  t od a y is  m a rke d  b y e ve n  sh a rp e r 
g e op o lit ica l riva lry. Fre e  t ra d e  is  in  re t re a t , a n d  su p p ly ch a in s  a re  b e in g  
fra g m e n t e d . Th is  u n ra ve ls  t h e  g a in s  t h a t  w e  h a ve  p a in st a kin g ly m a d e  ove r 
m a n y d e ca d e s b y co m p e t in g  a n d  con t rib u t in g  t o  a  com m o n  g lob a l 
t e ch n o lo g y s t a ck. 
  
  
10   W e  m u st  a vo id  t u rn in g  c om p e t it ion  in t o  a  ze ro -su m  g a m e . 
W h e t h e r w e  a re  a d d re ssin g  c lim a t e  ch a n g e , ou t e r sp a ce , o r t e ch n o log y 
s t a n d a rd s , it  is  im p o rt a n t  fo r a ll cou n t rie s  t o  b a la n ce  ou r n a t ion a l in t e re st s  w ith  
t h e  co lle c t ive  lon g -t e rm  in t e re st s  o f ou r g lob a l com m u n it y. 
  
  
11  Th is  m e a n s t h a t  Me m b e r St a t e s  n e e d  t o  w ork c on st ru c t ive ly a n d  
in  g o od  fa it h  w it h in  t h e  m u lt ila t e ra l fra m e w o rk, ke e p in g  ou r e n lig h t e n e d  
com m on  in t e re st s  in  m in d . Th e  n e e d  fo r com p rom ise  a n d  m u t u a l 
u n d e rs t a n d in g  is  a  fe a t u re ; it  is  n o t  a  b u g  o f t h e  m u lt ila t e ra l syst e m . In  t h e  fa ce  
o f t h e  p la n e t a ry ch a lle n g e s  t h a t  w e  fa ce , t h e re  is  n o  w in n e r w h o  ca n  t a ke  it  a ll.  
  
  
12  Se con d , UN Me m b e r St a t e s  s h o u ld  a c c e p t  a n d  re s p e c t  t h e  
d ive rs it y  o f e xp e rie n c e s , s ys t e m s , c o n c e p t s  a n d  id e a s  w it h in  t h e  
m u lt ila t e ra l s ys t e m . Th is  is  b o rn e  o u t  o f o u r  r ic h  t a p e s t ry o f c u lt u re s , 
re lig io n s  a n d  s o c ia l n o rm s .W e  m u st  re co g n ise  t h a t  t h e re  is  n o  on e -s ize -fit s-
a ll t e m p la t e  fo r h o w  a  cou n t ry sh ou ld  o rg a n ise  it se lf. No  o n e  h a s  a  m on op o ly 
on  cu lt u re  o r w isd om , a n d  w e  sh ou ld  re s is t  t h e  a rrog a n t  t e m p t a t ion  t o  re m a ke  
o t h e rs  in  ou r ow n  im a g e . 
  
  
13  Th e  rich  d ive rs it y o f p e op le s  a n d  n a t ion s  e ve ryw h e re , in  fa c t , c a n  
le a d  t o  fe rt ile  c ro ss-fe rt ilisa t ion  o f id e a s , a n d  d e ve lop m e n t  o f e ve n  m ore  p o licy 
op t io n s  t o  d e a l w it h  t h e  m a n y ch a lle n g e s  t h a t  w e  fa ce .  
  
  
14   Th e  UN is  a n  in d isp e n sa b le  p la t fo rm  fo r co u n t rie s  t o  sh a re  ou r 
e xp e rie n ce s  in  a re a s  from  su st a in a b le  d e ve lop m e n t  t o  h u m a n  rig h t s , a n d  
w h e re  w e  ca n  le a rn  from  on e  a n o t h e r. Th e  Su m m it  o f t h e  Fu t u re  g ive s  u s  a n  
op p o rt u n it y t o  s t re n g t h e n  t h e  m u lt ila t e ra l syst e m  b y t a kin g  in t o  a ccou n t  
d ive rse  p o in t s  o f vie w  a n d  b u ild in g  a  com m on  fra m e w ork fo r ou r fu t u re . 
  
  



15  Th e  t h ird  p o in t  I w a n t  t o  m a ke  is  t h a t  in  t h e  m id s t  o f t h e  d ig it a l 
re vo lu t io n  a n d  e s p e c ia lly  t h e  a d ve n t  o f Art ific ia l In t e llig e n c e  (AI), w e  m u s t  
p re p a re  fo r  b o t h  t h e  r is k s , a n d  a ls o  d is t r ib u t e  t h e  b e n e fit s  o f t h e s e  
t e c h n o lo g ie s  m o re  fa ir ly . In  t h e  p a st  ye a r, g e n e ra t ive  AI – Ch a t GP T – h a s  
ca p t u re d  p op u la r im a g in a t ion . Ac t u a lly, w e  a re  a lre a d y on  t h e  ve rg e  o f t h e  n e xt  
s t a g e  – AI a g e n t s  w it h  t h e  a b ilit y t o  n e g o t ia t e  a n d  t ra n sa c t  w it h  e a ch  o t h e r a n d  
w it h  h u m a n s. Oft e n , you  w ou ld  n o t  b e  a b le  t o  t e ll t h e  d iffe re n ce . Th is  h a s 
p ro fou n d  im p lica t ion s  on  a ll ou r soc ie t ie s , on  ou r p o lit ic s , a n d  ou r e con om ie s  
e ve ryw h e re . Au t on om ou s w e a p on  syst e m s w it h ou t  h u m a n  fin g e rs  on  t h e  
t rig g e r a re  a lre a d y w it h  u s  – w it n e ss  t h e  w a rs  a rou n d  u s . 
  
  
16   As Se c re t a ry-Ge n e ra l An t o n io  Gu t e rre s  sa id  a t  t h e  op e n in g  o f t h e  
Ge n e ra l Asse m b ly t h is  w e e k, “g e n e ra t ive  AI h o ld s  m u ch  p rom ise , b u t  it  m a y 
a lso  le a d  u s  a c ro ss  a  Ru b icon  a n d  in t o  m ore  d a n g e r t h a n  w e  ca n  co n t ro l”.  Th is  
is  e sp e c ia lly so  in  t h e  t h e a t re  o f w a r a n d  p e a ce . 
  
  
17  AI w ill fu n d a m e n t a lly d isru p t  ou r a ssu m p t ion s o n  m ilit a ry 
d oc t rin e s  a n d  s t ra t e g ic  d e t e rre n ce . Fo r e xa m p le , t h e  sp e e d  a t  w h ich  AI-
e n a b le d  w e a p on s syst e m s ca n  b e  a lm ost  in s t a n t a n e o u sly d e p loye d  a n d  
t rig g e re d  w ill d ra m a t ica lly re d u ce  d e c is ion  t im e s fo r ou r le a d e rs . Th e re  w ill b e  
m a n y occa sion s w h e n  h u m a n s m a y n o t  e ve n  b e  in  t h e  firin g  loop , b u t  w e  w ill 
b e  on  t h e  firin g  lin e . Th is  w ou ld  in e vit a b ly h e ig h t e n  t h e  risk o f u n in t e n d e d  
con flic t s , o r t h e  e sca la t ion  o f con flic t s .  
  
  
18   Du rin g  t h e  Co ld  W a r, t h e  se n se  o f “m u t u a lly a ssu re d  d e st ru c t ion ” 
im p ose d  m u t u a l re s t ra in t  – a lt h ou g h  w e  n ow  kn ow , in  fa c t , t h e re  w e re  se ve ra l 
c lo se  sh a ve s . Th is  sp e c t re  o f n u c le a r e sca la t ion  h a s  n o t  d isa p p e a re d . Ye t , t h e  
a d ve n t  o f Art ific ia l In t e llig e n ce  in  con flic t  s it u a t ion s  h a s  a c t u a lly in c re a se d  t h e  
risks  e xp on e n t ia lly. So , w e  m u st  s t a rt  a n  in c lu sive  g lob a l d ia log u e  a n d  w e  m u st  
s t a rt  it  a t  t h e  Un it e d  Na t ion s. W e  n e e d  t o  u rg e n t ly con sid e r ove rs ig h t  o f su ch  
syst e m s a n d  t h e  n e ce ssa ry p re ca u t ion s  t o  a vo id  m isca lcu la t ion s . 
  
  
19   In  fa c t , t h is  is  ju s t  on e  fa ce t  o f m a n y a s  w e  focu s ou r m in d s on  h ow  
t o  h a rn e ss  t h e  p o t e n t ia l a n d  t o  m a n a g e  t h e  risks  o f AI. Sin g a p o re  w e lcom e s 
t h e  Se c re t a ry-Ge n e ra l’s  d e c ision  t o  con ve n e  a  Hig h -Le ve l Ad viso ry Bod y on  AI 
t o  e xp lo re  t h e se  c rit ica l issu e s. 
  
  
20   Sin g a p o re  is  op t im ist ic  t h a t  t h e  UN a n d  t h e  m u lt ila t e ra l syst e m  w ill 
b e  u p  t o  t h e  t a sk  o f e s t a b lish in g  n o rm s on  t h e se  fa s t -e m e rg in g  c rit ica l 



t e ch n o lo g ie s . Th e  UN Op e n -En d e d  W orkin g  Grou p  on  ICT Se cu rit y, w h ich  
h a p p e n s t o  b e  ch a ire d  b y Sin g a p o re , h a s  m a d e  s t e a d y p ro g re ss  a n d  t h is  o ffe rs  
som e  u se fu l le sson s fo r o t h e r a re a s , in c lu d in g  AI. Sin g a p o re  com m it s  t o  
con t in u e  t o  su p p o rt  a ll e ffo rt s  t o  p ro m o t e  in t e rn a t ion a l coop e ra t ion  a n d  t o  
s t re n g t h e n  g lob a l ru le s , n o rm s a n d  p rin c ip le s  in  t h e  d ig it a l d om a in . W e  a lso  
look fo rw a rd  t o  t h e  a d op t ion  o f t h e  Glob a l Dig it a l Com p a c t  a t  t h e  Su m m it  o f 
t h e  Fu t u re  in  20 24 . 
  
  
21  Th e  re a lit y is  t h a t  m a n y n a t io n s  a re  n o t  re a d y fo r t h e  w a ve  o f d ig it a l 
t ra n sfo rm a t ion  sw e e p in g  ou r w orld . W e  sh o u ld  n o t  fo rg e t  t h a t  e ve n  t od a y, 
m ore  t h a n  t w o  b illion  p e op le  s t ill h a ve  n o  in t e rn e t  a cce ss , a n d  w e  n e e d  t o  w ork 
fa r h a rd e r t o  b rid g e  t h a t  d ig it a l d ivid e .  As  a  t in y c it y s t a t e , Sin g a p o re  is  
com m it t e d  t o  su p p o rt in g  o t h e r sm a ll s t a t e s  b y ra is in g  a w a re n e ss , sh a rin g  
e xp e rie n ce s  a n d  b u ild in g  h u m a n  ca p a c it y e ve ryw h e re . In  20 22, Sin g a p o re  
la u n ch e d  Dig it a l FOSS, a  p la t fo rm  fo r m e m b e rs  o f t h e  Fo ru m  o f Sm a ll St a t e s 
t o  le a rn  from  a n d  t o  m u t u a lly su p p o rt  e a ch  o t h e r in  t h e  a re a  o f d ig it a l 
t e ch n o lo g ie s . Th e re  is  n o  d ou b t  t h a t  t h e se  t e ch n o lo g ie s  a re  a  p ow e rfu l 
a cce le ra to r fo r su s t a in a b le  d e ve lop m e n t  in  d e ve lop in g  cou n t rie s , a n d  a ll t h e  
m ore  so  in  sm a ll s t a t e s  like  u s .  Bu t  m a n y d e ve lop in g  cou n t rie s  a n d  sm a ll 
s t a t e s  w ill n e e d  h e lp  t o  d e p loy a n d  t o  h a rn e ss  t h e  b e n e fit s  o f t h e se  
t e ch n o lo g ie s . 
  
  
Mr P re sid e n t , 
  
22  As t h e  m ost  in c lu sive  a n d  u n ive rsa l b od y in  t h e  w orld , t h e  Un it e d  
Na t ion s h a s  t o  b e  a t  t h e  ce n t re  o f ou r co lle c t ive  e ffo rt s  t o  a d d re ss  t h e se  g lob a l 
ch a lle n g e s . W e  ca n  d o  so  – a s  sh ow n  in  fa c t  b y t h e  re ce n t  a d op t io n  o f t h e  
le g a lly b in d in g  in st ru m e n t  o n  t h e  con se rva t ion  a n d  su st a in a b le  u se  o f m a rin e  
b io log ica l d ive rs it y o f a re a s  b e yon d  n a t ion a l ju risd ic t ion . I a m  re fe rrin g  t o  t h e  
BBNJ Ag re e m e n t  (Ma rin e  Biod ive rs it y o f Are a s  Be yon d  Na t ion a l Ju risd ic t ion ). 
  
  
23  Sin g a p o re  is  h o n o u re d  t h a t  Am b a ssa d o r Re n a  Le e  se rve d  a s  t h e  
P re sid e n t  o f t h e  BBNJ In t e rg ove rn m e n t a l Con fe re n ce . Sh e  w orke d  t ire le ss ly 
a n d  c lo se ly w it h  a ll d e le g a t ion s  t o  b rin g  t h a t  sh ip  sa fe ly t o  h a rb ou r. Th is  w e e k, 
I w a s p rou d  t o  s ig n  t h e  BBNJ Ag re e m e n t  o n  b e h a lf o f Sin g a p o re , a n d  
Sin g a p o re  in t e n d s t o  ra t ify t h is  a s  soon  a s  p ossib le . W e  ca ll on  a ll UN Me m b e r 
St a t e s  t o  s ig n  a n d  t o  ra t ify t h e  BBNJ Ag re e m e n t  so  t h a t  it  c a n  e n t e r in t o  fo rce  
e a rly, a n d  I a m  g la d  t h a t  a s  o f t od a y, I b e lie ve  8 1 Me m b e r St a t e s  h a ve  s ig n e d  
t h e  BBNJ Ag re e m e n t . 
  
  



24   W e  n e e d  t o  b rin g  t h is  sa m e  con st ru c t ive  sp irit  t o  t h e  o t h e r a re a s  
o f t h e  g lo b a l com m on s, AI, cyb e r se cu rit y, d ig it a l t e ch n o lo g y e ve n  o u t e r sp a ce . 
W e  d o  n o t  la ck p o licy id e a s  o n  s t re n g t h e n in g  m u lt ila t e ra lism , b u t  w e  n e e d  
com m it m e n t  a n d  a c t ion . Th e  Hig h -Le ve l Ad viso ry Boa rd  o n  Effe c t ive  
Mu lt ila t e ra lism  h a s  p u t  fo rw a rd  s ix “t ra n sfo rm a t ion a l sh ift s”[1] w h ich  w ill m a ke  
t h e  UN a n d  t h e  m u lt ila t e ra l syst e m  fu t u re -re a d y. Fo r m a n y sm a ll s t a t e s , ou r 
su rviva l, o u r ve ry su cce ss  re q u ire s  a  s t ron g  Un it e d  Na t ion s a n d  a n  e ffe c t ive  
m u lt ila t e ra l syst e m  fou n d e d  on  t h e  UN Ch a rt e r a n d  in t e rn a t ion a l la w , a n d  
com p lie d  w it h  b y a ll s t a t e s  in  t h e  w orld . Th e  Fo ru m  o f Sm a ll St a t e s , ch a ire d  b y 
Sin g a p o re , w ill con t in u e  t o  w ork w it h  a ll s t a t e s , la rg e  a n d  sm a ll, t o  m a ke  t h e  
UN st ron g e r a n d  re a d y fo r t h e  fu t u re .  
  
  
Mr P re sid e n t , 
  
25  Th e  Su m m it  o f t h e  Fu t u re  n e xt  ye a r w ill b e  a  c ru c ia l m ile s t on e  t o  
re -p osit ion  t h e  Un it e d  Na t ion s a n d  t h e  m u lt ila t e ra l syst e m  fo r ou r fu t u re . Th is  
Su m m it  is  a lso  a n  o p p o rt u n it y t o  fu rt h e r a cce le ra t e  t h e  im p le m e n t a t ion  o f t h e  
SDGs. Sin g a p o re  w ill w ork c lo se ly w it h  a ll UN Me m b e r St a t e s  a n d  w e  w ill 
con t rib u t e  con st ru c t ive ly t o  t h is  p roce ss .  W e  ca ll on  a ll d e le g a t ion s  
e ve ryw h e re  t o  t a ke  a  p ra g m a t ic  a n d  a c t ion -o rie n t e d  a p p roa ch  t o w a rd s t h e  
Su m m it . It  is  n o t  t o o  la t e  fo r u s  t o  w o rk t o g e t h e r t o  b u ild  a  b e t t e r, sa fe r a n d  
fa ire r w orld  fo r a ll c ou n t rie s  a n d  e sp e c ia lly fo r ou r fu t u re  g e n e ra t ion s . Th a n k 
you  ve ry m u ch . 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs Singapore - 20230923 UNGA National Statement (mfa.gov.sg) 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_9029379698651940939__ftn1
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2023/09/20230923-UNGA-National-Statement

