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Se cre tary Ge ne ral, 

Exce lle ncie s, 

Distinguishe d  de le gate s, 

De ar frie nds. 

It is  a  p rivile ge  to once  again be  addre ssing  you on be half of the  pe op le  of Malta . 

As I was p re paring  m y re m arks, I was re m inde d  of those  tim e le ss line s from  the  poe t 
John Donne : 

No ma n is a n isla nd entire of itself; 

every ma n is a  piece of the continent, a  pa rt of the ma in. 

Malta  is  a  p roud  is land  nation! 

But we  are  m ost de finite ly not an is land  e ntire  of ourse lve s. 

Quite  the  re ve rse . 

Throughout our history we  have  looke d  outward  to the  world . 

Conscious of our unique  ge ographic  position at the  crossroads of Europe  and  Africa . 

Consciously ste pp ing  up  into a  unique  role , build ing  b ridge s, and  build ing  
unde rstand ing  be twe e n d iffe re nt trad itions. 

Inde e d , e arlie r this  ve ry m onth, we  we re  p roud  to be  just such a b ridge . 



Truste d  – by both side s – to host p rivate  ta lks be twe e n the  Unite d  State s’ National 
Se curity Advise r and  China’s  Fore ign Ministe r. 

Malta  – p rovid ing  a  safe  space  for vita l d iscussions be twe e n the  world ’s  two b igge st 
powe rs. 

And  it is  to build  b ridge s like  this  that, a lm ost s ixty ye ars  ago, the  Re public  of Malta  
was adm itte d  as a  full m e m be r of this  Unite d  Nations. 

It is  a  s ign of the  confide nce  our fe llow m e m be rs have  in Malta’s  com m itm e nt to 
working  toge the r for the  com m on good , that the y e le c te d  our nation to se rve  on the  
Se curity Council for this  ye ar and  ne xt.  

It is  why, e m be dde d  at the  he art of our constitution is  the  ac tive  pursuit of “pe ace , 
se curity and  social p rog re ss am ong  all nations.” 

Malta  will a lways be  ope n to the  world . 

Malta  will ne ve r turn its  back on its  ne ighbours. 

Malta  will continue  to workre le nte ssly with our partne rs  in Europe  and  be yond , to 
s tand  up  for pe ace  and  the  rule  of law. 

Sad ly, the  ne e d  to s tand  up  for those  value s has rare ly be e n m ore  urge nt or m ore  
im portant than it is  today. 

We  witne ss Russia’s  violation of inte rnational law with its  continue d  assault on 
Ukraine . 

Malta’s  re sponse  to the  situation in Ukraine  – and  othe r crise s across the  world  – is  
guide d  by the  value s of Ne utrality e nshrine d  in our constitution. 

Malta’s  ne utrality doe s m e an That we  will continue  to be  d ire c tly oppose d  to m ilitary 
aggre ssion and  unila te ral ac tion against m e m be rs of the  g lobal com m unity and  the  
rule s-base d  orde r. 

But Malta’s  ne utrality doe s notm e an that we  are  ind iffe re nt to what happe ns around  
us. 



We  will ne ve r be  ne utral whe n we  se e  pain and  suffe ring  cause d  by an ille gal 
invasion. 

In this  sp irit of pe ace , we  call on Russia  to withd raw its  force s from  the  sove re ign 
te rritory of Ukraine . 

And  we  urge  a ll the  nations gathe re d  he re  to unite  to de live r an e nd  to the  war. 

The  trage dy of war is  not just that those  d ire c tly involve d  suffe r – but that the  
conse que nce s re ve rbe rate  around  the  world . 

The  alre ady p re carious situation of g lobal food  se curity has be e n m ade  m uch worse  
by the  invasion of Ukraine . 

An e stim ate d  e xtra  122 m illion pe op le  across the  world  pushe d  into hunge r s ince  
2019. 

Malta  urge s Russia  to re -join the  Black Se a Grain Initiative . 

And  stop  stand ing  in the  way of vita l food  supp lie s  le aving  Ukraine  to fe e d  the  
world ’s  m ost ne e dy. 

Be ing  ne utral has ne ve r m e ant Malta  ignoring  the  p rob le m s fac ing  our ne ighbours. 

We  are  acute ly aware  that m any of the  challe nge s we  face  a t hom e  
are  be st tackle d  toge the r with our Me d ite rrane an ne ighbours. 

Which is  why I am  proud  our cap ita l Valle tta  will host the  ne xt sum m it of the  EU’s 
MED 9 m e m be rs in just a  fe w days’ tim e . 

The  m ost p re ssing  issue  in the  Me d ite rrane an is  Libya. 

The  pe ace  of our whole  re g ion de pe nds on a  lasting  se ttle m e ntthe re . 

Malta  wishe s to se e  a  pe ace ful, s tab le , and  p rospe rous Libya – through a  Libyan-le d  
political p roce ss. 



It is  vita l that the  e ntire  inte rnational com m unity e ncourage s this  p roce ss and  g ive s 
the  Libyan pe op le  the  support the y ne e d  to  ove rcom e  the  instab ility – for which 
the y have  paid  such a  high p rice . 

The  ne e d  to re cove r and  re build  afte r the  trag ic  de vastation of Storm  Danie l 
unde rline s the  urge ncy and  im portance  of a  lasting  se ttle m e nt, that g ive s a ll Libyans 
the  e ffe c tive  gove rnm e nt the y de se rve . 

For Malta  be ing  a  good  ne ighbour m e ans offe ring  p rac tical he lp . 

Within hours of the  d isaste r hitting , a  te am  from  our Arm y and  Civil Prote c tion 
De partm e nt we re  on the  way to Libya to p lay the ir part in the  re scue  e ffort. 

Malte se  office rs  a lso re m ain on ac tive  se rvice  with the  UN in Le banon – p roud ly 
we aring  b lue  be re ts  as  part of the  Inte rim  Force  – unde rlining  the  im portance  Malta  
a ttache s to pe ace ke e p ing , as  we ll as  pe ace build ing , in the  Me d ite rrane an. 

As the  nation at the  crossroads of Europe  and  Africa , our e xte nde d  ne ighbourhood  
stre tche s be yond  the  Me d ite rrane an coast. 

Our ob je c tive  is  to be  a  true  b ridge  be twe e n the  contine nts . 

My gove rnm e nt has unde rline d  Malta’s  com m itm e nt to Africa  by ope ning  ne w 
d ip lom atic  m issions in Ghana and  Ethiop ia  and  putting  into ac tion our firs t national 
Stra te gy for Africa . 

But s tre ng the ning  conne ctions doe sn’t just m e an stre ng the ning  d ip lom atic  tie s . 

We  have  alre ady conclude d  ag re e m e nts with countrie s  like Ethiop ia  to facilita te  
conne ctivity for busine sse s and  pe op le  be twe e n the  contine nts . 

Malta  re m ains de e p ly d isturbe d  by the  d ire  se curity s ituation in the  Sahe l: political 
turm oil, irre gular m igration, the  jihad ist a ttacks on the  c ivilian population, and  food  
inse curity.  

We  are  particularly conce rne d  about the  curre nt s ituation in Nige r and  unde rline  the  
urge ncy of a  pe ace ful re solution to the  cris is . 



From  Ukraine  to Mali, Libya to Nige r, it can – a ll too ofte n – se e m  like  we  are  living  in 
an e ra  of de spair. 

And  the  p rob le m s the  world  face s are  inde e d  de e p  and  p rofound . 

It would  be  a ll too e asy – and  all too unde rstandab le  – to fa ll into de sponde ncy. 

To think that nothing  can be  done . 

But in the  re st of m y re m arks, I want to show that things can be  done . 

That we  can m ake  a  d iffe re nce . 

That if a  sm all nation like  Malta  can p lay its  part in addre ssing  the  m ost urge nt issue s 
our world  face s – the n this  Unite d  Nations can put in p lace  re al and  e ffe c tive  
solutions g lobally. 

I be gan with that fam ous quotation “no m an is  an is land”. 

And  le ade rs m ust not be  an is land  e ithe r. 

Our fine  words to this august asse m bly m ust not s tand  alone . 

The y m ust be  d ire c tly conne cte d  to our ac tions a t hom e , and  the  p rioritie s  of our 
pe op le . 

We  m ust show through de e ds – not just words – that we  can addre ss the  fe ars , as  
we ll as  the  hope s and  asp irations, of the  pe op le  we  re pre se nt. 

One  of the  advantage s of be ing  Prim e  Ministe r of a  sm all country is  that you are  ve ry 
c lose  to the  pe op le  you re pre se nt. 

You he ar loud  and  c le ar what is  worrying  the m . 

One  of the  pe rsis te nt worrie s  I he ar is  that pe op le  fe e l a  nigg ling  se nse  of inse curity. 

Post pande m ic , the y fe e l that the  world  is  a  le ss  s tab le , incre asing ly scary p lace . 



And with such b ig  g lobal force s a t p lay, too ofte n c itize ns can fe e l like  the y don’t 
have  the ir hands on the  le ve rs  that control the ir future s. 

I unde rstand  whe re  those  conce rns are  com ing  from . 

Addre ssing  the m  is  why I am  into politics. 

It is  why I am  adam ant that e ve ryg lobal policy we  put in p lace  m ust m ake  a  
d iffe re nce  locally. 

That we  can show that by working  toge the r inte rnationally we  can de live r solutions 
nationally. 

That way we  can addre ss what pe ssim ists call the  ne w ‘Age  of Inse curity’, by 
build ing  a  ne w ‘Age  of Se curity’. 

Ye t, we  m ust be  re alis tic . 

The re  is  no m ag ic  wand . 

I am  re alis tic  about what anyind ividual nation can do. 

And  I am  acute ly aware  the re  is  only so m uch a  sm all nation can do. 

But if we  all p lay our part, we  canall m ake  a  d iffe re nce . 

In short, we  are  s tronge r toge the r. 

No one  can fe e l se cure  about the ir fam ily’s  future  unle ss the y fe e l se cure  about the  
future  of the  p lane t on which we  all live . 

And  the  natural world  on which we  all de pe nd . 

The  b igge st thre at to our p lane t is  c le arly c lim ate  change . 

And  this  isn’t som e  sort of abstrac t p rob le m . 



This is  a  ve ry re a l e m e rge ncy – the  conse que nce s of which are  be ing  fe lt in e ve ry 
part of the  world . 

Curre nt p le dge s and  targe ts  are  not suffic ie nt to ke e p  the  1.5 de g re e s ob je c tive  of 
the  Paris  Agre e m e nt within re ach. 

Malta  whole he arte d ly com m e nds the  Se cre tary Ge ne ral’s  initia tive  to he lp  sta te s  
acce le rate  e fforts  a t the  g lobal le ve l. 

We  m ust a ll p lay our part and  work toge the r. The  tim e  for e xcuse s is long  ove r! 

Malta  is  a  p roud  m aritim e  nation. 

The  se a p lays a  p rofound  part in Malta’s  national life  – and  has a  spe cial p lace  in the  
he arts  of the  Malte se  pe op le . 

Rising  se a le ve ls  are  a  se ve re  thre at to the  se curity, live lihood , and  inde e d , the  ve ry 
e xiste nce  of is land  countrie s  like  ours. 

Se curing  the  future  of our se as and  oce ans is  an urge nt im pe rative  for the  
gove rnm e nt of Malta . 

Which is  why we  have  m ade  c lim ate  and  oce ans the  num be r one  p riority during  our 
te rm  on the  Unite d  Nations Se curity Council. 

To g ive  the  de bate  ne w m om e ntum , we  m ade  a  High-Le ve l m e e ting  on the  
im plications of ris ing  se a le ve ls  for pe ace  and  se curity the  signature  e ve nt of our 
p re side ncy of the  Se curity Council in Fe bruary.  

And  we  e nthusiastically e xte nd  our support for the  ne wly cre ate d  Coalition on 
Addre ssing  Se a-le ve l Rise  & Existe ntia l Thre ats . 

It is  not just the  d ire c t conse que nce s of rising  se a le ve ls  that we  ne e d  to be  
conce rne d  about. 

As land  is  de g rade d  – fre shwate r shortage s, d isp lace m e nt of pe op le  and  food  
inse curity a ll risk unde rm ining  g lobal se curity. 



Ge ne rating  ne w conflic ts  and  e xace rbating  e xisting  one s. 

Rising  se a le ve ls  a lso thre ate n the  ve ry te rritoria l inte g rity of s tate s  as  a  re sult of 
coasta l inundation. 

With a  conse que nt dange r of d ispute s and  conflic t. 

So, I wish to re ite rate  in the  stronge st te rm s – as I d id  a t COP27- that no coastal s ta te  
should  lose  anyof its  e xisting  rights  ove r its  m aritim e  zone s due  to ris ing  se a le ve ls . 

As a  Unite d  Nations we  m ust p re se rve  the  sove re ignty of coastal s ta te s  – no m atte r 
what the  ravage s of the  se a. 

As Island  nations we  turn to the  world , but we  don’t turn our backs on e ach othe r. 

Solidarity be twe e n sm all is land  countrie s  is  a  ke y value  for Malta . 

And  a  value  we  turn into p rac tical support. 

Like  the  m ajority of nations in the  UN, Malta  was la te  to de ve lop . 

And  we  have  e xpe rie nce d  m any of the  sam e  challe nge s which are  curre ntly be ing  
face d  by de ve lop ing  countrie s . 

That’s  why we  have  m ade  raising  aware ne ss of the  unique  vulne rab ilitie s  of Sm all 
Is land  De ve lop ing  State s a  top  p riority. 

And  why supporting  susta inab le  de ve lopm e nt for Sm all Is land  De ve lop ing  State s is  
a  corne rstone  of our fore ign policy. 

To do this , we  are  com m itte d  to our ‘Is land  for Is lands’ initia tive . 

De live ring  concre te , p rac tical support for the se  sm all is land  nations – the  nations 
m ost e xpose d  to the  im pact of c lim ate  change . 

We  share  be st p rac tice  and  he lp  build  capacity – 



We  we re  de lighte d  that Malta’s  scholarship  p rogram m e  for s tude nts  from  Sm all 
Is land  De ve lop ing  State s has be e n re cognise d  with a  UN Partne rships award .   

Prote c ting  our p lane t is  a  m am m oth task. 

But by taking  visib le , m e asurab le  ac tion we  can and  we  m ust show our c itize ns that 
the y have  re ason to be lie ve  in the  se curity of the  e arth’s  future . 

The re  are  those  who say that se curing  the  p lane t can only be  achie ve d  at the  
e xpe nse  of e conom ic  g rowth. 

I firm ly re je c t that thinking! 

In fac t, I be lie ve  the  re ve rse  is  true . 

Environm e ntal se curity can only be  achie ve d  if c itize ns fe e l e conom ic  se curity! 

Only if you fe e l se cure  about your fam ily’s  e conom ic  we llbe ing  can you turn your 
a tte ntion to the  we llbe ing  of the  e arth. 

And  only by de live ring  sustainab le  e conom ic  g rowth can we  de live r susta inab le  
e nvironm e ntal p rote c tion. 

From  the  pe rspe ctive  of an outward  fac ing , trad ing  nation like  Malta , the re  is  one  
ove rwhe lm ing  c le ar and  p re se nt dange r to e conom ic  se curity – the  p rospe ct of a  
ne w e ra  of p rote c tionism . 

If p rote c tionism  g rows unche cke d , it could  do untold  dam age  to an e xport-
orie ntate d  is land  e conom y like  ours. 

The  Malte se  pe op le  have  be ne fite d  huge ly from  the  ope ning  up  of the  world  
e conom y. 

As ve ste d  inte re sts  have  g ive n way to innovation, the y have  se ize d  the  ne w 
opportunitie s . 



Like  m any young  e conom ie s, Malta  has harne sse d  d ig ita l te chnology, and  the  
b re aking  down of trade  and  tariff barrie rs , to e xpand  into se c tors  that we re  
p re viously off-lim its  to sm all nations like  ours. 

What the  world  e conom y and  the  world ’s  c itize ns ne e d  is  not a  ne w e ra  of 
p rote c tionism . 

Inste ad , we  ne e d  a  ne w age  of social p rote c tion. 

Not putting  up  barrie rs  to trade . 

But putting  in p lace  standards and  rights  for worke rs. 

I unde rstand  and  appre ciate  how som e  pe op le  fe e l le ft-be hind  by the  she e r pace  of 
e conom ic  change  this  ce ntury. 

The  pande m ic  showe d  the  ne e d  to think through the  ge o-political risks of supp ly-
chains. 

But the  answe r isn’t to turn the  c lock back. 

It is  to ge t the  future  right! 

One  of the  the m e s of this  ye ar’s  Ge ne ral Asse m bly is  ‘re build ing  trust to achie ve  
susta inab ility for a ll’. 

And  that is  e xactly what we  m ustdo. 

Too ofte n sm alle r and  de ve lop ing  countrie s  have  be e n e xclude d  from  the  de cision-
m aking  p roce ss and  have  suffe re d  as a  re sult. 

Malta  is  c le ar – trust on trade  can only be  achie ve d  if ge nuine  solidarity is  
m aintaine d  with a llm e m be r countrie s . 

Ope n trad ing  should  be  fa ir trad ing . 

Ope n e conom ie s should  be  fa ir e conom ie s. 



Only with fa irne ss will c itize n’s se nse  of se curity be  re built. 

I cam e  into politics  passionate  about build ing  a  country whe re  de cision m aking  is  
base d  on fa irne ss and  opportunity. 

With a  com m itm e nt to e quality which is  a lso a  com m itm e nt to com pe titive ne ss. 

Take  ge nde r e quality! 

Em powe ring  wom e n powe rs e conom ic  g rowth. 

One  of our gove rnm e nt’s  p roude st achie ve m e nts is  the  introduction of fre e  
childcare  that has e nab le d  m ore  pare nts  to re -e nte r the  workforce . 

Incre asing  wom e n’s e conom ic  powe r and  incre asing  g rowth for the  e conom y as a  
whole . 

I am  proud  to be  spe aking  to you in the  sam e  m onth that Malta  hoste d  a  huge ly 
succe ssful Euro Pride . 

Crowning  re cognition for the  transform ation in our nation’s approach to LGBTIQ+ 
rights  that has take n p lace  since  m y party was re turne d  to gove rnm e nt. 

And  a  huge  boost for our is lands’ p rofile  and  our is lands’ e conom y. 

And , take  c losing  the  d ig ita l d ivide . 

Equipp ing  m ore  c itize ns – of a ll age s and  from  all backgrounds – with the  d ig ita l 
skills  the y ne e d  bothincre ase s the ir ind ividual e arning  powe r and  adds to the  
nation’s p roductivity. 

Which is  why we ’ve  e xte nde d  ICT as a  com pulsory sub je c t in a ll our uppe r 
se condary schools . 

So, Malta  calls  on the  inte rnational com m unity to work harde r to  e nsure  that the  
d ig ita l d ivide  is  narrowe d  – not just within e ach nation, but g lobally. 



Sim ilarly, uphold ing  the  rights  of the  child  – as  e nshrine d  in the  UN Conve ntion – is  
of param ount im portance  to Malta . 

We  work hard  to e nsure  that e ve rychild  has the  opportunitie s  the y de se rve  – no 
m atte r what the  c ircum stance s of the ir b irth. 

By tackling  child  pove rty and  e nsuring  e qual acce ss to e ducation and  he althcare , 
we  aim  to e nsure  no child  is  le ft be hind . 

Rightly, it is  a  m oral im pe rative . 

But it is  a lso an e conom ic  one . 

Le aving  any of the  ne xt ge ne ration of worke rs without the  skills  the y ne e d  isn’t just 
dam ag ing  to the  ind ividuals  e xclude d  from  prospe rity.  

It is  a lso dam ag ing  to e conom ic  g rowth. 

None  of us can fe e l se cure  unle sse ve ry child  in our socie tie s  is  safe  and  se cure . 

One  significant m anife sta tion of the  fe e ling  of inse curity has be e n the  g rowing  
num be r of pe op le  fac ing  m e ntal he alth d ifficultie s . 

None  of us can fe e l se cure  unle ss we  know that m e ntal he alth is  take n as se riously 
as  physical he alth by our he althcare  syste m s. 

Eve n if we  don’t have  m e ntal he alth issue s ourse lve s, knowing  that care  and  support 
is  the re  should  we , or those  we  care  for ne e d  it, is  part of the  re assurance  an ac tive  
sta te  should  p rovide . 

To he lp  p rovide  that re assurance , in Malta  we  have  im ple m e nte d  a  com pre he nsive  
m e ntal he alth s tra te gy to build  capacity, add re ss cause s, and  offe r continuing  
support to ind ividuals  with m e ntal he alth ne e ds, and  the ir fam ilie s . 

Through initia tive s like  the  National Me ntal He alth He lp line  launche d  last ye ar 
offe ring  a  ‘one  stop’ 24/ 7 re source  to conne ct patie nts  with the  se rvice s the y ne e d . 

One  of the  b igge st d rive rs  of m e ntal he alth worrie s  is  fe ar of the  future . 



Inde e d , none  of us can fe e l se cure  about our live s if we  don’t fe e l se cure  about what 
is  com ing  tom orrow. 

Right now, one  of the  b igge st fe ars  m any have  is  of te chnology. 

We  have  live d  through two de cade s of unpre ce de nte d  change . 

From  the  basic  m obile  phone  and  te xt m e ssag ing  – To sm art phone s and  face  
re cognition. 

It can ofte n se e m  like  socie ty has lost control. 

That the  te chnology itse lf is  in charge . 

And  now, with the  adve nt of ge ne rative  Artific ia l Inte llige nce , the  risk is  that se e m s 
true r than e ve r. 

How we  fe e l about our future s is  not he lpe d  by lurid  m e d ia  he ad line s about the  
‘Machine s Taking  Ove r’. 

Spre ad ing  fe ar about AI taking  jobs and  re nde ring  hum an e ffort obsole te . 

Le t’s  be  c le ar – AI will have  a  huge  im pact on all aspe cts  of socie ty. 

But le t us a lso be  c le ar that if as le ade rs  we  take  the  right de cisions – that im pact 
can be  a  positive  one . 

Again – as  with trade  – 

The  answe r isn’t to try and  turn the  c lock back! 

To c lose  our e ye s to the  ine vitab le  and  hope  it will go away! 

Inste ad , the  answe r is  to ge t the  future  right! 

To take  the  de cisions now so that we  can harne ss the  powe r of AI for the  pub lic  
good , not fe ar it as  a  com ing  catastrophe . 



In Malta  we  are  a lre ady doing  just that. 

We  are  a lre ady se e ing  how AI can e nhance  pub lic  se rvice s, im proving  live s 
for a ll c itize ns. 

We  have  six p ilot p roje c ts  cove ring  are as from  he althcare  to traffic  m anage m e nt. 

Taking  owne rship , not trying  to ignore  the  future . 

Though, naturally, the re  is  a  lim it to what any one  country – e spe cially a  sm all one  – 
can do. 

To m ake  AI a  g lobal good , we  ne e d  g lobal ac tion. 

Malta  s tands re solute ly be hind  e fforts  to incre ase  and  e nhance  inte rnational 
coope ration on AI. 

Te chnology is  chang ing  too fast – its  pote ntia l so vast – that fa iling  to work toge the r 
isn’t an op tion. 

Of course , it is  not just in the  te ch fie ld  that we  ne e d  to work toge the r. 

Working  toge the r is  not only a  ke y value  for Malta . 

It is  a t the  ve ry ce ntre  of the  political trad ition I p roud ly re pre se nt. 

Put s im ply – that s tand ing  toge the r we  can achie ve  so m uch m ore  than working  
alone . 

That ye s, none  of us – nations, le ade rs , socie tie s  – s tand  as is lands isolate d  from  
e ach othe r. 

We  are  a ll conne cte d  in e ve r m ore  ways. 

We  live  in a  ne w age . 



In an age  whe n you can se nd  a vide o to the  othe r s ide  of the  world  faste r than you 
can walk to the  othe r s ide  of the  room  you’re  s itting  in. 

In an age  whe n the  de cisions about how to ge ne rate  e ne rgy in one  country can 
im pact the  ve ry survival of anothe r country oce ans away. 

In an age  whe n the  aggre ssion of one  country against anothe r can le ad  to hunge r 
across a  d iffe re nt contine nt. 

In such an age  the  im portance  of working  toge the r will only be com e  stronge r. 

The  word  for it – m ultila te ralism  – m ay not trip  off the  tongue  but it is  m ore  
im portant than e ve r. 

To m ake  m ultila te ra lism  work in this  age  of inse curity we  ne e d  to e nsure  that a  
m uch wide r g roup  of voice s are  he ard  – in this  Unite d  Nations, and  around  the  
g lobe . 

The  voice s of a ll countrie s  – large  and  sm all, rich, and  poor, de ve lope d  and  
de ve lop ing . 

The  voice s of a ll se c tions of c ivil socie ty – wom e n not just m e n, young  as we ll as  
old , gay as we ll as  s tra ight. 

All backgrounds, a ll e thnic itie s . 

I re fuse  to be lie ve ; Malta  re fuse s to be lie ve ; that a  ne w age  of inse curity is  ine vitab le . 

I know, Malta  knows, that we  m ustbuild  a  ne w age  of se curity. 

Not by trying  to turn the  c lock back. 

But by ge tting  the  future  right! 

If we  work toge the r. 

If we  lis te n to – and  le arn from  e ach othe r. 



If we  unde rstand  and  appre ciate  the  de sire  of our c itize ns to take  back control of 
the ir live s. 

We  can and  we  will ge t the  future  right! 
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