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Ne w  Yo rk, 21 Se p t e m b e r 20 22 

Th e  Se cre t a ry-Ge n e ra l’s  la n d m a rk re p o rt , “Ou r Co m m o n  Ag e n d a ”, h a s  o n ly 
g ro w n  in  va lu e  s in ce  it  w a s la u n ch e d  o n e  ye a r a g o . Th e  w o rld  is  in  a  s t a t e  o f 
t u rb u le n ce , w it h  in t e rse c t in g  c rise s  g ro w in g  in  sca le  a n d  se ve rit y, in c lu d in g  
c lim a t e  ch a n g e , fo o d  p rice  in fla t io n , co n flic t , a n d  u n co n t ro lle d  m ig ra t io n . 

Th e se  ch a lle n g e s  a ll re q u ire  m u lt ila t e ra l co o p e ra t io n  a n d  e ffo rt s . Ye t  t h e  
p e rce p t io n , t h a t  t h e  in t e rn a t io n a l syst e m  is  n o  lo n g e r u p  t o  t h e  t a sk, h a s  o n ly 
d e e p e n e d , p a rt icu la rly w h e re  t h e  in t e re st s  o f p o w e rfu l m e m b e rs  a re  a t  s t a ke . 

In  t h e  e a st e rn  De m o cra t ic  Re p u b lic  o f Co n g o , re ce n t  se t b a cks h a ve  se rve d  t o  
h ig h lig h t  t h a t  t h e  se cu rit y s it u a t io n  is  fu n d a m e n t a lly n o  d iffe re n t  t h a n  it  w a s 
20  ye a rs  a g o , w h e n  t h e  la rg e st  a n d  m o st  e xp e n sive  Un it e d  Na t io n s  
p e a ce ke e p in g  m issio n  w a s firs t  d e p lo ye d . Th is  h a s  e xp o se d  n e ig h b o u rin g  
s t a t e s , n o t a b ly Rw a n d a , t o  c ro ss-b o rd e r a t t a cks  t h a t  a re  e n t ire ly p re ve n t a b le . 

Th e re  is  a n  u rg e n t  n e e d  t o  fin d  t h e  p o lit ica l w ill t o  fin a lly a d d re ss  t h e  ro o t  
ca u se s  o f in s t a b ilit y in  e a st e rn  DRC. Th e  b la m e  g a m e  d o e s n o t  so lve  t h e  
p ro b le m s. Th e se  ch a lle n g e s  a re  n o t  in su rm o u n t a b le , a n d  so lu t io n s  ca n  b e  
fo u n d . Th is  w o u ld  u lt im a t e ly b e  m u ch  le ss  co st ly in  t e rm s o f b o t h  m o n e y a n d  
h u m a n  live s . 

De sp it e  sh o rt co m in g s, t h e re  a re  e xa m p le s  t o  d e m o n st ra t e  t h a t  in t e rn a t io n a l 
co o p e ra t io n  ca n  su cce ssfu lly a d d re ss  t h e  issu e s  t h a t  m a t t e r t o  a ll o f u s . 



Glo b a l h e a lt h  is  a  ca se  in  p o in t . 

Th e  Glo b a l Fu n d  t o  Fig h t  HIV, Tu b e rc u lo sis , a n d  Ma la ria  h a s  h e lp e d  sa ve  
co u n t le ss  live s  in  Africa  a n d  b e yo n d , w h ile  a lso  s t re n g t h e n in g  h e a lt h  syst e m s. 
I h o p e  t h a t  a ll co u n t rie s  w ill re sp o n d  s t ro n g ly, a n d  su st a in  t h e ir 
co m m it m e n t s , a t  t h e  7 t h  Glo b a l Fu n d  re p le n ish m e n t  se ss ion  ch a ire d  b y 
P re sid e n t  Bid e n  la t e r t o d a y. 

Africa  is  d o in g  it s  p a rt  b u t  m u st  d o  m o re . Fo r su st a in a b ilit y, e xt e rn a l fu n d in g  
m u st  g o  h a n d -in -h a n d  w it h  in c re a se d  d o m e st ic  fin a n c in g  fo r h e a lt h . Th is  is  a  
p rio rit y w h ich  t h e  Africa n  Un io n  is  t ra ckin g  o n  a n  a n n u a l b a sis , a n d  w h ich  I 
a m  h o n o u re d  t o  le a d  o n  b e h a lf o f t h e  o rg a n isa t io n . 

W e  a re  a lso  w o rkin g  w it h  p a rt n e rs  t o  b rin g  e n d -t o -e n d  va cc in e  
m a n u fa c t u rin g  t o  ou r co n t in e n t , n o t a b ly t h ro u g h  co lla b o ra t io n  w it h  
Bio NTe ch , a n d  s t ro n g  su p p o rt  fro m  t h e  Eu ro p e a n  Un io n . Th is  is  c rit ica l t o  
in c re a se  Africa ’s  re s ilie n ce  a g a in st  fu t u re  p a n d e m ics . 

I co m m e n d  t h e  Se cre t a ry-Ge n e ra l fo r co n ve n in g  t h e  Tra n sfo rm in g  Ed u ca t io n  
Su m m it  e a rlie r t h is  w e e k. Th e  fu t u re  o f b illio n s  o f ch ild re n  a n d  yo u n g  p e o p le  
a c ro ss  t h e  w o rld  d e p e n d s o n  o ve rco m in g  t h e  ch a lle n g e s  o f in c lu sio n  a n d  
q u a lit y o f in s t ru c t ion , p a rt icu la rly a s  w e  re co ve r fro m  t h e  p a n d e m ic . 

Aw a y fro m  t h e  h e a d lin e s , t h e  Un it e d  Na t io n s a n d  o t h e r m u lt ila t e ra l 
in s t it u t io n s  re t a in  t h e  a b ilit y t o  se t  a n  a g e n d a , a ro u n d  w h ich  w e  ca n  a ll ra lly. 

At  t h e  re ce n t  Co m m o n w e a lt h  He a d s o f Go ve rn m e n t  Me e t in g  in  Kig a li, 
le a d e rs  a d o p t e d  a n  a m b it io u s  p ro g ra m  o f a c t io n , in c lu d in g  sp e c ia l 
in s t ru m e n t s  o n  Livin g  La n d s, Su st a in a b le  Urb a n iza t io n , a n d  Ch ild  Ca re  
P ro t e c t io n  a n d  Re fo rm . W e  a lso  a g re e d  t o  p rio rit ize  p u b lic -p riva t e  
p a rt n e rsh ip s  t o  c re a t e  d ig it a l jo b s  fo r you n g  p e o p le  a c ro ss  t h e  
Co m m o n w e a lt h . 

Th e  fu t u re  is  d ig it a l a n d  t ra n sfo rm a t io n  is  h a p p e n in g  n o w , a s  e vid e n ce d  b y 
t h e  o n g o in g  w o rk o f t h e  Bro a d b a n d  Com m issio n  fo r Su st a in a b le  
De ve lo p m e n t  a n d  th e  Sm a rt  Africa  Se cre t a ria t . 



Hig h -q u a lit y d ig it a l jo b s  a re  a  p ra c t ica l re sp o n se  t o  t h e  u n d e rlyin g  d rive rs  o f 
irre g u la r m ig ra t io n  b y c lo sin g  t h e  h u m a n  ca p it a l in ve st m e n t  g a p  th a t  
se p a ra t e s  h ig h - a n d  lo w -in co m e  co u n t rie s . To  e n su re  t h a t  t h e  b e n e fit s  a re  
e q u a lly sh a re d , w e  m u st  co n t in u e  in ve st in g  e q u it a b ly in  e m e rg in g  
t e ch n o lo g ie s , su ch  a s  a rt ific ia l in t e llig e n ce . 

In  t h e  a re a  o f p e a ce b u ild in g  a n d  co u n t e rt e rro rism , re g io n a l in it ia t ive s  ca n  
co m p le m e n t  t h e  im p o rt a n t  w o rk o f t h e  Un it e d  Na t io n s. 

Re g io n a l o r b ila t e ra l in it ia t ive s  h a ve  b e e n  p ro ve n  t o  m a ke  a  b ig  d iffe re n ce , 
w h e t h e r in  t h e  Ce n t ra l Africa n  Re p u b lic , o r t h e  su cce ssfu l e n g a g e m e n t  t o  
co n t a in  vio le n t  e xt re m ism  in  n o rt h e rn  Mo za m b iq u e  co n d u c t e d  b y Rw a n d a  
a n d  t h e  So u th e rn  Africa n  De ve lo p m e n t  Co m m u n it y. If t h is  a p p ro a ch  w e re  
t rie d  p ro p e rly in  DRC, a s  p ro p o se d  b y t h e  Na iro b i P ro ce ss , it  w o u ld  m a ke  a  
d iffe re n ce . 

Ho w e ve r, t o  b e  su st a in a b le , su ch  e ffo rt s  re q u ire  co n sis t e n t  fin a n c ia l su p p o rt  
fro m  t h e  in t e rn a t ion a l co m m u n it y. 

A lo t  is  a t  s t a ke , a n d  t im e  is  n o t  o n  o u r s id e . 

W e  ca n n o t  a n t ic ip a t e  o r p re ve n t  e ve ry c ris is . Bu t  w e  ca n  b e  b e t t e r p re p a re d  
t o  re a c t  q u ickly a n d  e ffe c t ive ly w h e n  n e e d e d , e sp e c ia lly if w e  w o rk t o g e t h e r. 

I t h a n k yo u  fo r yo u r kin d  a t t e n t io n . 
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