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Mr. President,

It is indeed a gre‘at»plvéasu_re seeing you in the Cha1r presiding
“over the 69t session of the Genqrél ASsembly. I would like to
express my wérmest congratulations to you oﬁ ybur election vto this
high office, I know you 'aré aware, as we are, you are assuming this
f,respon.sibﬂity‘atv.one of the most critical -periods,' in fhe history _df |
th13 orgénization, and that of mﬁltilatera_lism in gene‘ral.‘ THOSe of hs }
in the Eastern Africa region knéw you ver-y_’ well as a friend and |
'dis_tinguished diplomat. We are confident that yoﬁ will use your
Wisdom andexperience to build Qon_sehsus: on a range l_of iséues on
the age_nda bf thls historig: sessiqn of .jhe Uﬁited,Nations_ General

Assembly and effectively guide its work.

Let me, therefore, assure you 6f the full support and |
~coop¢ifation of my delegation in the successful discha;gev.of your
heavy responsibilities. I also wish to commend your predecessor for
the excellent contribution he ﬁlade to ensure the success of the 68t
session of the General Assembly. Indeed, it Was'é. remarkable
session which laid the foundation for the major tésk that lies

ahead.



Mr. President,

. .This, ééssion 'is being held at an hist,orié' péﬁqd when we have
embarked 'upon a major undértaking to shape the futﬁr,e we want
"for thé presént and future generations. If we‘ didwhét ‘\‘av.e must,A'it ‘
could be vremvembere'c'l 1n history as a session that hqlpéd us turn
thé corner in ensufmg effective cus'tp_dia.nship. of _tliez eﬁvironme_n_t,
économic_v justice and social responsibility. What we 'agre.ed more
| than two yeafs ago m Rio must be‘-what‘_:galv'vanizes, our comen
 effort. We said then that‘?pbve_rty eradication is the greatest global |
challenge faéiﬁg the wo'rld_to_day and an indispensable fequirement
for suétainablé 'Vdev‘elqpment”. | |

B Last ';ﬁonth ,mafked the Five Hundreci .c'lay:s untjl the target
date of "M‘DGs which we .h‘avel ‘a.lgreéd,to a.chieye by ,th'e A’ye,af 2015. In |
. Africa,'_ robust economic growth hé.é_ “been reglstered over the last
decade and the 'stereo‘typical narrative aboﬁt th¢ ¢onﬁnént is slowly
changing. Afr.ica‘ is now. thev.risi'n_g cc;nt;;nent oﬁéﬁng tremendous
opportuni,ties for trade and irivesttnent; ‘Notable progress has also
been made towards achieving the MDGs, including m my own
country Ethiopia, there are nonetheless many remaining challenges

such as with respect to reducing maternal death.



It is, therefore; | necessaryr as we move forward in the
negbtiaﬁon to formulate the post 2015 Devglopmcﬁt Agenda, not to
_ovc;‘look :the fact thaf the MDGs are st111 unﬁnishéd bﬁsincss. Th.é
* Post 2v015vDe.velopment -A_genda would be fulsome when it restsona
..sat:isfa‘lctory ', outédme ~in the ir}‘r.l.plemcr;i.;ationv of the MDGs’.
: Accordingly; ‘the remammg months- 'shéuld be ﬁs,éd to ac,éeleti'ate.
: the1r inl'lple.mentaf_i_on, Moreov_ef,- the Post 2015 Developmént Agenda "
~would need to make provision _fqr cOncluding those aspects of the

MDGs that might have to be carried ‘beyond 2015.

. Mr. President,

- What we have done so far in connection with laying the
groundwork for the Post-2015 Development Agenda both é.t inter-
governmental level and vthat of thg' ‘Secretariat has been
| eﬂcouraging. The = Open Working | Group ~ on Sustainable
Development Goals has éuccessfully, completed its work and the two
Co-Chairs must be comme\nded for the contribution they have
made. it would be proper as the_ 68th sessi.o'n' of the Generai
: Assembly has decided to use the Open Working Group’s proposal as

~ a basis for integrating Sustainable Development Goals into the

Post-2015 Development Agenda.



| | I should also express appreciation to the Secretary;(}eneral for
the effort he has _made in this regard in conformity with the 'reqt_lest
- contatned‘tin the outcome doctiment of the 2010 MDG Summit 'The
- Work of the H1gh-Leve1 Panel of Emment Persons on the Post-2015 |
Development Agenda has been s1gmﬁcant ‘We are partlcularly o
- appreciative _o_f "ﬂ.’l@ mvaluable-conmbutlon »made by~_the UN System -

: -Tas’k Team on the Post-'QO_l_S UN Develo,pmen_t -Age_nda; -

; We look forward to ‘the synthes1s report by the Secretary—
ijeneral Whlch we. trust would help facﬂltate effecuve conversatlon'

| -among member -States and productlve mter—govermnental -

negotla’aon w1th the view to formulatlng a Post-2015 Development. .

Agenda by n,ex,t. year, an agenda whlch,..r,eﬂects the interests of the
. present and _mmr_e} gene,r,ations.

‘We .hav‘ez ‘no." doubt _tha't_a Pos.zt_-‘2015 Derelopment Agenda that
r_esponds to the major ‘ch,al'le‘nge_s, the world facesf -h.asvv to rest on
: re‘adinevss to foster 'cooperation baSed_ on _the ;prinei'ple of 'oommo‘n
| but differentiated_responsibih'ties. It isdiﬂieult to. imag‘ine resolviné |
; the dlfficult but mdmpensable 1ssues surroundlng means of p

vlmplementatlon absent flexibility on the ques‘uon of CBDR



‘One thiing is clear in all this. The world has the capacity and
the resot1rces to effectiveljr respond to tne preSSing neecls ‘lwe see, to
eradlcate poverty and ensure sustamable development for all. This
has been afﬁrmed by the report of the Inter-Governmental |
Commttee of E_xperts on Sustamable Development :Fmancmg; ;'The
a Committee has not ‘offered us definitive proposals but rather

recommendations designed, as they say, to stimulate disCussiOns. |

It has nonetheless.exp_ressed__ho,pe for progress to be,made on
development financing at the Third Intematio_nal Conference on o
Financing for ',Devel_opmen,t to"'take place in Add_is»Abal:oa' in July
~ 2015 Let me affirm our commitmen"c to do our best to ensure this
h1stonc and extremely cntlcal conference succeeds It appears to us -
_pretty obv10us that the effectlveness of the Post-2015 Agenda |
"depends among other thlngs, on the success of th1s AddlS Ababa
Conference. At any rate, it is with that conth;on that we will be

proceeding to discharge our.responsibility as the host country.
Mr. President,

_This is also the time that we are striving to achieve an
- ambitious target that we have set for ourselves to reach a globally

binding climate agreement by 2015 so as to limit the rise of global
| . | N



temperature below 2 degree CeISius Let me once' agam exvp‘res's my |
'appre01at10n to Secretary~Genera1 Ban Kl-moon for convemng the _'
'C]unate Summlt two days ago and I hope the outcome of the
| Summ1t w111 help us - to make progress in ach1ev1ng this
. fundamental objectwe by catalyzmg actxon to reduce - greenhouse

gas: emlss1ons and strengthemng chmate resﬂlence

Necdliess o say that we in Afca are already facing the brunt
- of elimate ..éha;nge and thlS is undermming our v'efforts to .meetl our
v'development asplratlons, mcludmg the Mlllenmum Development |
| Goals For us, mltlgatlon and adaptatlon remam a pnonty and ‘we

..need 'urgent ~1nternat10na1 : support for -our '-eﬂorts m this regard

N ., Although we have contnbuted v1rtua11y nothmg to. global warmmg, o

we are 1ndeed playmg a leadmg role in terms of mltlgatlon by '_ -
‘ sca]mg up our efforts in renewable energy and promotmg energy'
‘efﬁcre_ncy It 1s only fa1r and proper that th1s be adequately
 recognized and supported. |

The ehallenge, posed by climate change no doubt r.e_qutres |
leadership and poﬁtical commitment at all'levels. We have,no_ohoice
'but to. rise ; up to this challenge by taking vconcrete', actions _to.
.contribute' to reducing emissions and demonstrating the necessary .
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political will to achieve a globally binding climate agreement by

2015, Failure is not an option.
- Mr. President,

What We ‘see here at the United Nations is. readiness among
the States of our World to think big and to focus on what unites us.
- This is What underlines the complex negotiatious on the Post—20'15_.
Development Agenda. In sharp contrast to this, what we . are-
w1tness1ng today is a general detenoratlon of the global secunty ‘
situation. The world i is passmg through a turbulent penod and thlS. :

is not an exaggeratmn The prohferatlon and mtenS1ty of conﬂ1cts '

has s1gn_1fioant1y increased.

In__our. part of the World, progre.sé made ovor the pést deoad,e"ist

- being undermined by new oycles of viole‘ncehand.cqnﬂicts.. The crisis-
in South Sudan is‘;aAn example. We in the IGAD region are doihg

-everything we can"to resolve the South Sudanese crisis through
peaceful,means with the support of the Um’ted Natiohs, ,theAﬁj.ican'

Union and international partners. But progress, let “alone a

breakthrough, has_ not been easy to come by. This situation

highlights an often cncouhtered challenge. ProgreS,.Slin peacemaking

can hardly be contemplated when there is lack of sufficient



- commitment to a peaceful resoluuon of a crisis by the part1es to the
, confhct But IGAD is determined to exert ever_y poss1ble effort to find

a lastmg solution to the cns1s through an all-inclusive pohtlcal

d1alogue

In _contrast to the situation in .South Sudan and to much of
the situations in many parts of the wo_rld, the, .situation in Somalia
has heen improviug in the course of the year. Al-Shol;aab may not
have been entireiy removed as a threat, but 'it-'hasi been greatly
| degreded.‘The recent set back it suffered is bound to speed up i-tsr
demise. | | | |
| The mlhtary gams made on the ground could not be sustamed :

'_however, _ Wlthout progress m the pohtlcal track through the
establishment of 1ocal administrations and the mamtenanc,e of law |
and order in the newly liberated areas. In this .regarol, we welcome
the establishment of interim locai admirﬁstrations m central and
‘ south west Somalia in line with the p,rovisional’,federall eonstitution.
We need to continue to support Somalia to rebuild itself ehd make a

successful transition by 2016.



Conflict, Mr. President, is not an exclusively African
phenomenon. What is b‘ecdﬂ;ing obvious latély is how much the
.glob_a'.‘l secuﬁty sifuaﬁon is beqoming a source of concern. Nevef
since the end of the .éol’d.war has the globai security situation 'beér'l
as fragile as it is :to‘day. ‘The threat of terl;oris'm- has affectéd evef
‘greater and wider areas of ﬁh’e world. At no time over the last many -
ldécades has the. need for effective CQopefation at the intefnatiohél |
and régiorial leveis beén as pressingi and as ufgent as it is today.
That t‘he‘ issue of “Foreign Fighters” hasvbecon'le a source of majd;'
concern to m_ar_i_y is very obvidus.,What is required to make prqgress '
in addressing ﬁhe qhallenge 1s readiness to forge cooperation whxch
brooks no double standards. We need to .bé résplute in our
dctérmination to work togethér.

, ‘Mr.‘ Presidént,

All this means that at no time in recent memory has
mulﬂateralism been as imniehsely critical for the future of the
| world, as it is today; The fact that nations are driven by the pursuit
of national interest has always been self-evident. But at this
juncture in world history and in light of the so many common )

- challenges we all face, we have more realistic option than
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commitment to enlightened national interest which can be

pro_moted only within the framework of multilateralism..

'This in our view should be the Asentiment we all share at the
, -beginning. of the 69t session of the General Assembly. We cannot
“be obhwous to the nexus between our sustalnable development'
agenda and the global sﬂ:uatlon of peace and secunty Dehvermg on
| and 1mplement1ng a transformatwe post—2015 development agenda, A
~which is -the .theme of this sessmn, requires a peaceful and stable

global environment.

It 1s also in thlS context that the threat of the spread of the
B Ebola Vlrus should be v1ewed Thls is both a humamtanan and
secunty challenge. Contammg the spread of th.ls deadly virus

'should be a matter of utmost pnont_y. , |

Let me reiterate how it is ‘so. critiCal' that we- collectively |
address the myriad of peace and seeurity -challenges 'facing'. our
world in order to fa_eilitate progress vivn"the impi_ementation of the
-Millennium Developrnent Goals in the rernaining period and lay a-
solid foundation for the realization of ourptransformativev agenda in

the post-2015 era as well as achieve a meaningful climate

agreement.
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Mr. President_,

I WlSh to conclude by stressmg Ethloplas commltment to
multilateralism and to _]ommg hands with all hke—mmded to
contribute to .regiona] and intemational peace and security and'to‘ |
Athe successful realization of the maJor pro_]ect we have in
connectlon with the Post-2015 Agenda As a foundlng member of
5 tIus"Orgamzat;Qn and as a member of -the , Lee.gue of.Natlons-by.
whom it was nonetheless abandoned, Et_hiopia attaches the most
. highesf' pri_ority"to-coc_)pezjation among-lpepples and "countn’es with a
w)iéw _to-' addreesmg comrﬁoh 4Cha11¢nges.v It 1s our conﬁeﬁon that
might does not make right. There is no .subSﬁtute fef the r‘pursuvi't of R
mutual advantages- ‘as a sigrvlpost_v for a realistic and' just _vfo’reign_
po.licy.‘ This is our guide.'for all friendships and partnexjships We‘

have, and will contihu,e to deiielop.

I thank you

B §



