SOLOMON ISLANDS

STATEMENT BY

HONOURABLE MANASSEH MAELANGA, MP
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER

BEFORE THE
GENERAL DEBATE OF THE
SIXTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

28 SEPTEMBER 2013, NEW YORK

PLEASE CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY



Mr. President,

It is indeed with much pride the Government and people of Solomon Islands join me in
congratulating a fellow Islander, His Excellency Ambassador John Ashe of Antigua and Barbuda, on
his election as President of our 68% Session. As one of your Vice Presidents, we assure you of
Solomon Islands support and cooperation during your tenure in office.

| take this opportunity to commend your predecessor, President Vuk Jeremic of Serbia whose
leadership, guided us through some 300 plus resolutions, adopted the Arms Trade Treaty and
convened a number of High Level thematic debates. Solomon Islands also wish to acknowledge our
Secretary-General, His Excellency Ban Ki-moon for his service and commitment to our global agenda.

Let me take this time to also welcome Kiribati, whose permanent presence in New York completes
the Pacific Small Island Developing States’ (SIDS) presence in a single city.

Mr. President,

My delegation welcomes, this Session’s theme “Setting the stage for the Post-2015 Development
Agenda”. The world has changed since the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were launched.
Populations have grown, cities have increased and consumption and production patterns have
pushed us to our planetary boundaries. Solomon Islands MDG national score card remains mixed. We
have progressed on some fronts and remain off track on others.

Mr. President,

The Post-2015 Development Agenda offers us an opportunity to change the way we do business.
Solomon Islands in this regards, seeks a new spirit of partnership that will reform the global
economic architecture. My sub-region in the Pacific supply 60% of the world’s tuna. Over three
decades the Pacific Islands have developed fisheries institutions, legal and management frameworks.
With international support we can supply the world with fish. Solomon Islands as Chair of Pacific
Islands Forum Fisheries Agency and Chair of the Parties to the Nauru Agreement calls for a new
mindset that provides Pacific Island States with the space and capacity to develop its domestic
industries and restructure distant water nations fishing fleets in the region.

The Pacific Fisheries Vessel Day Scheme (VDS) has allowed us to realize our development
aspirations. Two new fishing industries have established themselves this year in Solomon Islands.
We remain firm that the VDS remains the center pillar in all our fisheries negotiations.

Mr. President,

Solomon Islands welcomes your proposal of convening a third thematic debate on sustainable energy
during this session. We note, 1.3 billion people have no access to electricity, and half of them live in
Least Developed Countries (LDCs). The Istanbul Program of Action recognizes that access to
affordable, reliable, renewable energy is critical for accelerating sustainable inclusive economic
growth, increased, social equity and a sustainable and clean environment.

Expanding energy access to our rural populations and reducing energy costs are Solomon Islands
national priorities. [ am pleased to announce, Solomon Islands joined the International Renewable
Energy Agency (IRENA) last month. We hope to work with IRENA in unlocking some of our hydro
energy potential. [ am pleased to say; already we have a working relationship with the World Bank
and Asia Development Bank on hydro projects.

We are also in discussion with the Clinton Foundation on harvesting geothermal potential. Once this
lifts off the ground it will be a private - public sector partnership.















