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' ‘Add_re‘&s's before the 66™ Session of thie United Néﬁons General Assembly

by H E. Mr Bons Tadlc ‘

Pres1dent of the Repubhc of Serbia -
New York, 23 September 2011

. Mr. President,
EXceHenéiés,_

. Ladies and Gentlemen,'

- The l‘apld changes in our poh‘ucal and economlc env1r0mnent show, once agam the neoessrsy of

‘ thls annual gathermg of the General Assembly of the Umted Nauons
We ha've. a difficult task ah_’ead ofus.

I wish yo_ﬁ,-Mr. President, evé;fy success and ,you‘n-;;lay rest assured that you have our fullest

".  support.

A‘Il also wish to cohgfatulate Secrétary,Generél Ban Ki—moon on his ré-ciection; H1s steady hand
“has helped to steer the United Nations through challenging .times‘.‘ To him, too, we offer all our R
‘support. ‘ o o o

This has-been a year of momenfous ché.nge;



. An economic crisis pervad‘esr most liberal economies' A wave of political change is sweeping
-through rnuch of the Middle East. Cllmatlc turbulence leaves - loss and tragedy 1r1 its wake
Famine stalks in the Hom of Aﬁrma .

- .N_ew choices confront politicaI Ieaders. New priorities are presented to citizens.
The worst that we couid do now is to allow fear and indecision to govern us. -

~ These are also ‘urnes that cali for a deep commitment 1o 1nternat1ona1 cooperatlon and =

_ multﬂaterahsm

Every crisis that we address reaches beyond our natlonal frontiers. There is no way we can
‘resoIve these matters wﬁ‘hout a framework of mtematlonal Iaws and rules by Wthh we are all

bound

The ﬁoaocial crisis has had a profound end negafive effect on all our aspiraﬁons. While each
country must adjust its expectétions, We carinot eﬂow outselves to be guided only by our national

' concerns. 1n‘fact,' these Wﬂl be 6est supported by 'greater commitment to a deepe'r solildaﬁtyr
K among nations and a far more intense cooperation. The ‘grea‘t economntic end poli’ticai um'ons have
| achieved success by balancmg sacnﬁce Wlth gain for alI The same challenge now confronts the

European Union.

' In North Afrlca and the M1dd1e East, we have seen a wave of protest that has convuised the‘
reglon The Republlc of Serbia and the Serb1an people have had a long relationship with all the‘ ‘

peoples of th;s regmn. We stand by them. We know wha_t is mvolved _m such changes. -

. In a time of such uncertamty, cnses call for UN- sanctloned mvolvement to save 11ves and to keep '
~ the peace There will be more such missions. I armn very pleased that the Republic of Ser‘ma is

now actlveiy engaged in several such mlssxons and we will continue our comm1tment

'The Republic of - Serbia is, in’ this spirit a signatcry of the evolving commit:rhents ‘and
' convenﬂons of chmate change 'We also enthusmsticaliy support the UN GIobal Counter— o

Terronsm Strategy



Mr. President;

In times as complex as these, our objective must be to manage real crises well and to avoid

creating unnecessary ones. |

There are problems which can be resolved through patient dJseussron and the bmldmg of trust.

Umlateral aet:on in such elrcumstances s1mply creates crisis for no geod reason.

.This is why‘, in our regional issues of South Easteranurepe, we always premcte the principlee B |
~ and presence of the 'United Nations. As a founding rnember of the Non Aligned'Movement we
| ‘Were able to celebrate in Belgrade the fiftieth armrversary of its foundlng These are the networks

that create layers of eommumcanon and trust at a time of giobahzauon

- Our bid to join the Eurcpean Union is the platform on Which we intend to build and ¢ontribute to

our shared ‘objectives. |

_ Regronal cooperetron is a cornerstone of our drplomacy and we ‘believe that it is only to the
" benefit of the entrre reglon ThlS 1s reﬂected in our chamnansh1ps of the Central European
Initiative and the Adnatlc-»Ienlan Inma‘uve “Maost 1mportantly, it is also reﬂecied m Serbla S
Cha1rmansh1p of the Sou‘[h East European - Cooperailon Process our reglon s most 1mpcrtant
' 1111t1at1ve Next year, my country Wﬂl follow this up by taklng over responsxbzlmes to lead the

Black Sea Economic Cooperatlcn Orgamzatlon

Serbia has established an entirely new level of conﬁdence in relations with Croatia. This has
‘been of strategze s1gn1ﬁcance in seeunng stabﬂny n Bosma and Her7egovma We weleome

'Croana s 1mmznent accessmn to the European Union.

All of this has set the stege for Serbia to actively cons1der seekmg the Cha1nnans]rup~1n Ofﬁee of N
the Orgamzanon for Secur:iy and Cooperauon in Europe for the year 2014————the centenary of the
' start of the First World War o Lo ' |

~ The uni'fying_symboliszn of 2014 Wculd nor only "help ceta'lyZe efforts‘ to resolve theiunﬁnished
business on the Old Continent’s shared agenda. It would also heip to close the book on an era

that did not witness the'enduring stability the nations of the OSCE space deserve.



Mr. President,

We have ‘devoted extraordinary levels- of resources to ‘capturé war criminals. Finally, the
" Republic of Serbia has compléted ifs obligations to itself and to the international community. We
‘believe that after the tragedies of the 1990s this exercise is a very necessary catharsis for our

nation.

Thls actzon was also taken to. demonstrate that Serb1a wzshes to move to a chmate of total -

. reconmhatlon throughout the reglon We feel we have done our part

: Equaily, we insist that everyone'else does their ‘part as well. As in all previous instances
involving war crimes and crimes against humanity in the Balkans, the Security Council has given |

a mandate to investigate. This has greéﬂy coﬁtributed to the process of regional réconciliation.

This is the standard that must be applied in uncovering the ﬁlll truth about ailegations made in a
deeply disturbing‘ report by the Council of Eﬁrope entitled “Inhuman Treatment of Peopie and :
- Illicit Trafficking in Humari Ofgans in Kosovo Only the Seeumty Counczl can make sure a
: ‘comprehenswe mvesugatzon takes place Only it can gwe a universal mandate and Jurssdmtzon to ‘
- ensure that ali perpetrators of war crimes in the Balkans are brought to justice, including those
“ responsible for hurnan organs trafﬁckmg in Kosovo. | strongly beheve that ending the culture of

impunity in some parts of the. Balkans is a common goal shared by every member of the

international commumty

Mr. President, -
Thereis a eertain irony to our proceedings today.

This year, we have welcomed a new member to the 'family of the United Nations. This is the
Republic of South Sudan The Repu’ohc of Serbia welcomes their rnembersth of the United

Naﬁons
We Weloome them because they and the Repoblic _of Sﬂdan,.a;fter mary yeazjs of conflict, arrived
- at a settlement that was achieved as a result of long and difficult negotiatioﬁs between the two, -

‘parties.



g mtegnty of my coentry

The ﬁmdamental pnne1p1e that the best settlements occur When two partles agree - each maklng '

compromises — sureiy 18 umversal

1 subscrlbe enthusrastlcally to the comments of the Pres1dent of the United States rnade from this
podium, on this very subject of negotiations. I agree that there is no shorteut to the end of a
~ conflict that has endured for a long time, and that peace. depends on comprormse among people

who rnust 11ve together long aﬁer our speeches are over.

_ However; thjs rule is not being applied to Serbia on the matter of its province of Kosovo and .

Metohija.

On February 17’“'“ 2008, Kosovo"s ethnic~A1banian authorities attempted unilateral eeeession_—a "
v101at10n of the basic prrnmples of the UN Charter the Heismkr Final Act, and of UN Secur1ty )
" Coungcil resolution 1244 (1999) R

A rna_]orlty of UN member States have reframed from recogmzmg Kosovo s UDL They have

continued to abide by thezr UN Charter obhgauons to respect the soveretgnty and terrltorra}.

'./{

On behalf of the Republic of Serbia allow me once again to sincereiy thank these coun‘tries for

their support and sehdarlty Earher this week, we heard from this podmm a dangerous appeal for -

countnes to recognize Kosovo. That appeal does not contrlbute to regional stab111ty Rather it

1essens our chances to find a solutlon we can all accept. The appeal we heard i is not an appeal for

peace, but an appeal to endorse umlaterahsm and would create a deeply dlsturblng precedentm

. an encouragement for secessmmsts everywhere

- Mr. Pr‘esident
In July, talks between Belgrade and Prlstlna, faczlltated by the European Umon, were br:eﬂy, ,
suspended by the fac111tator, and _}USTL at that time, there was an attempt to. nnpose Kosovo

' .Albanran officials on the Administrative Boendary Line between Serbia proper and North

: Kosovo. Violence erupted. My Government did all it could to.prevent violence from spreading.

But was this necessary‘7 The effect was to remlnd Serbs that they are negotlatlng with a gun o
-_thelr heads and Wrth the constant threat of 1nterna110nal 1solat10n It remlnds Ser’os that the excuse_

5



" of violence by others is a tool used irrésponsibly to threaten Serbs. It rerriiﬁds Serbs of the anti-
Serb pogroms in Kosovo in ‘March of 2004, It remmds Serbs of the failed negot;atlon and .

1mposmon of a unllaterally declared mdependence

Mr. President,

' I'want fo remind you and all members of the United Nations that on October 5, 2000 the
Republic d_'f Serbia voluntarily and peacéfuiiy overthrew its past and entered a new jphase_ in its -
history in which it placed the fate of the Serbian nation under the protection of democracy,

civility, p'eaée and di'éilogu’e. .

For this reason, we take grave offence at this climate of threat emanatmg from countrles thh- |

we Would otherwise consider our most naturai partners.

In the case of Serbla, thls d1alegue between two parties was initiated in March 2011 followmg a

delay of several months to accommodate the electoral schedule in Pristinia.
During these negotiaﬁons we have made very s_igniﬁcant progress.
The Republic of Sérbia, I éséure you, | Wili remain a very active kparty to this dialo'guc.

'There are numerous issues that must be addressed in the months ahead and I appea} to all

1nvolved to remain engaged in this process ina spmt of constmctweness

. To that end we expect KFOR and EULEX to fully observe the’ UN’s doctrme of status- ‘
-neutrahty, in accordance with the1r mandates under Security Council resolutlon 1244 (1999)— |

the source of their universal Ieg1t1macy? both on the ground'and in the international arena.

Mr. President,

‘Progress needs trust. ‘Negotiations” and reconciliation are not -achieved through unilateral
concessions from one side only Success does not ocour when threats of violence are 1ssued and

. coercwe action takes place in the course of negotlatmns



Our’ response to this is to say that Jjust as we wrll never accept unﬂateral action, we will also not

- .abandon the negouatrons process.

“This is why we have stated that we cannot and will not reeognize the lirlilaterally declared .
independence of Kosovo It is also why we believe that we must settle. all other issues wrth -

Prrstrna because our regron needs to have a stable envrronment

'The Republic of Serbia has always sought tangible assurances, bound by irrternational agreement
and guarantees, that Serbian communities mhabrtmg Kosovo, Serbian 1nterests and Serbla s

‘culiural herrlage wrll be protected and allowed to flourish.

'Many of these issues have been drscussed over the Iast few years in drfferent formats

Occasronally 1here have been agreements reached but never 1mplemented
'It is time that matters were clariﬁed.

~ Any form of understanding on the maﬁer of Kosovo has as a conditio sine gua na‘;é the explicit
negotiated and guaranteed agreement on the followrng matters essentral to the proteetron of.

~ Serbs in Kosovo: o

'The ﬁrst ‘coracerns the status of the Serbian p'opulation in Norﬂi Kosovo. All acknowledge tbat
this is an issue that must be addressed on the bas1s of the current realities. Atternpts to ehange the

current reahtres would not be conduerve to constructwe soiutrons

. The seoond issue 1nvolves the proper 1mp1ementat1on of the decentrairzatron in Kosovo All :
those enclaves that are isolated frorn other Serbs muist have a pohtrcal 3ud101a1 and economrc life
providing the standards that allow them to prosper where they are. Serbra remains ready to

'eontmue to provrde the necessary support to these threatened p0pulat10ns

- The third issue is that of the status the ‘Serbiari 'Orthodox Church and of some of the key holy
srtes of the Serbran Orthodox Church The protectron of these sites and the spee1a1 status that -
-rnust be grven to them to preserve their unique rdentrty and their lrvehhoods 1s a matter of
fundamental concern. It comes as. a matter of -surpnse to me that an offer ‘that would be
.raoceptabie to the Republic of Serbra and the Serbian Orthodox Church has not been volunteered

: by the other side. This 1ssue is one oi" the most baszo ones “and the demal of this should be .



* ‘eon51dered a total embarrassment to the authorltzes in Pns‘nna anci the supervzsory znstlt"utlons .

o and nations present in Kosovo

Fmaliy, resolution must be aehxeved on ‘the questlon of property Thousands of outstandlng -

private claims remain pending, making’ hostages of those 1ntemally d1spIaced in 1999 o

Commercial property claims are unresoived as well.

The faﬂure to advance w1th goodw1H on the very issue — the r1ghts of the Serbxan commumtzes m '

Kosovo wh1ch is at the core of our concerns is very d1sturb1ng

These four issaes are for us the Iitmus fest.

Mr. President,

There is 50 much that is positive to address about progrese in my country that it always saddens '

me that I must repeat my coneerns about the Way the issue of Kosovo is bemg handled

VPlease Iet us all recail that Seeurlty Cotineil- resohmon 1244 (1999) placed Kosovo- under the
© interim adm1n1§trat10n of the United Nations, pending a comprehensive settlement endorsed by
‘fhe Secirity Council. There is a limit to what end.for how lo_ng Serbia must be held accountebie
 for developments where it is asked fo assume fesponsibility but without the neeessary authority.

‘ ‘I_-Iook fofwérd to 'the day when I can stand at this podium and report that we have'res'olved this
isSue—that we have found a mutualiy—aceeptable compromise, not an impoSed oufcome where .

one side gets everythmg it has ever wanted, and the other side gets nothmg A maximalist, zero-

sum approach i is a solution with no future f

We are ;‘eady.- We are committed. It is for others to provide grounds for optimism.

Mr. President, :

+ The Repubhe of Serbia has two 1mmed1ate parailel objectives: to secure a mutually—aeeeptable
: arrangement in Kosovo, which prov1des iron-clad guarantees for the Serbmn eommumtzes and,

to aeeelerate our pro gress to membership of the European Umon



Both these objectives are achievable. And, it would be foolis,h for anyone to think that one
objective. would' be sacrificed on the altar of the other. It is for others to decide whether they -
think that the achievement of these two objectives is for the good of the regmn and for stabihty ‘

We are convmced that 1t isin everyone s interest,

1 believe that Serbia has rnet the criteri'a to be invited to be a candidate for membership of the
N European Union. I also believe that my country is ready to start accession negotiations. And, I
beheve that if this were to oceur, Serb1a would, for the first time in tweénty years, begin 1 to beheve

- that the EU aetualiy sees Serbia as an 1ntegra1 part of a complete European Umon

B | fervently beIieve that my country has set an example in the reglon in matters related to.
reoonczhation and the estabhshment of rule of law and the ﬁght against organized crime, as well

as in bm}dmg the adm1mstrat1ve capamty to handle European norms.

Our battle against organized' crime is a global one. We know that intemational organized crime
~ 'wants to use our region of South Eastern Europe asa base to penetrate the EU, The Repubhe of
. Serbia has decided tﬁat itis a sirategic priority and a national security prionty that Serbia wﬂl
,help prevent this Serbia is therefore fighting a battle to protect citizens of the European Umon It
is actively engaged in.a Wider strategy to desiroy the hnks between organized crime and
1n’_[emat_1onal terrorism. We cooperate with all,nauons that share these objeotwes. We appeai_to

the entire region to join‘ us in this battle._

I am therefore convmced that the presenoe of Serbia as a candidate aotiveiy negotiating its

accesszon, isan 1mpor’ran1 asset for the European Union

In this way, Serbia can contznue to be an even more effective member of the United Nations

‘contributing fully and enthuszasuoaiiy to the issues that touch common humanity.

Thank you. :






