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Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-Generat, Excettendes

Distinguished Detegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a distinct honour for me to speak today for the first time as President of the

Repubtic of Guyana in this genera[ debate of the Sixty-Seventh Genera[ Assembly.

To you, Mr. President, I extend my detegation's sincere congratutat[ons on your

erection to preside over the current session. You bring to this task the [nvatuabte

experience gained as Minister of Foreign Affairs of Serbia, a country that has

surmounted turmo[t and divisions [n the quest for a better future for its peop[eSo

I also pay tribute to your distinguished predecessor, His Excellency Mr Nass[r

Abdutaz[z a[-Nasser, who presided with dedication and resolve during a testing time for

this body.

For his unst[nt[ng service to the Organisat[on, the distinguished Secretary Genera[

deserves commendation as wett as our cont[nued support as the Un[ted Nations

negotiates the many issues that confront our world.

Mr. President, the present international system [s characterized by change and

crises. A tide of change is evident at at[ levels, from the [ocat to the global, and is either

being precipitated or accompanied by multiple crises within the global community.

In the economic realm, continuing adverse conditions stymie gtoba[ efforts at

achieving internationa[ty agreed-upon development objectives. Recovery from the

global financial crisis is at best incipient and sluggish. Several of the major contributors

to global output are grappling with unsusta[nabte fiscal balances, which hinder their

ability to stimulate lasting recovery. The problems in these economies continue to ptace

a drag on gtoba[ growth. Compounding these d[fficutt[es [s the stowdown in output [n

major emerging economies.  Naturat[y, these events have had serious negative impacts

on developing countries.

Although more resilient than in earlier times, developing countries have paid a

heavy price as a result of the present difflcutties experienced [n the wortd economy. This

is reflected in growth that [s generally tower than pre-cr[sls revels. Already grappting

with adverse trading arrangements, and the consequences of an inconctusive and

disappointing Doha Devetopment Round, the ptlght of devetoping countries has been

made worse by the prolonged globat slump. Much of the gains that were made in the



pre - 2008 period have been erased by the continuing difficu[ties in the world economy.

The sma[L vulnerable economies of the Caribbean face specia[ chaL[enges, compounded

by genera[[y high Levels of indebtedness and failing export revenues.

It is within this unfavourab[e international ctimate that we have to judge our own

performance.  Guyana has had to face many serious chaLlenges. However, we have

worked steadfastly in an effort to bu[td a more resilient economy. We have managed to

forestat[ the worst effects of the internat[ona[ economic crises. Over the past six years,

we have achieved an economic growth rate of approximately five percent per annum.

This growth rate I believe is the result of the investments that we have been making in

our people. More than thirty per cent (30 %) of our budget is dedicated to Education,

Health, Housing, Water and Socia[ Programmes to hetp the most vulnerable.

Today Guyana has achieved universal primary education and we have come a

long way towards attaining universal secondary education.  However, significant

challenges remain in reaching peop[e in the remote areas of our country. If we are to

encourage our youth to become responsible citizens and to prepare them to be the

leaders of tomorrow, we must ensure that our education systems arrow for the

development of their fuji potential I am therefore honoured to join the Secretary

Genera[ of the United Nations to promote his initiative on education.

We are nonetheless conscious that susta[nabi[[ty of our growth and that of other

developing countries could be hindered if the weakness in the international economy is

prolonged.

Guyana therefore continues to advocate for:

reform of the graduation policies and aid aLlocation criteria of the

International Financial Institutions to take account of the structura[

vulnerability and [eve[ of economic resilience of small states;

measures to ease the debt burden;

> renewed access to concessionary financing for highly indebted MiddLe
Income Countries: as well as

> the strengthening of financiaL regulations.



Mr. President, the international economic crisis has also seen growing negative

social problems in its wake. Despite great efforts by many countries the war against
narco-trafficking is far from over. This scourge is having an impact on all our countries.

It has directly and indirectly engendered a growth in criminal activity in our region. The

availability of guns in many societies, most of which is a by-product of the narco-trade,

has contributed to the growth of gun crimes and murders in the region and beyond.

To deal with this problem, Guyana is ready to cooperate fully with the

international community to bring the criminals to justice and free our people from the

multiple dangers that drug trafficking creates.

Even as our society advances, the issues we have to deal with often seem to

multiply. The issue of trafficking in persons has arisen over the past decade as a major

concern. We join with all democratic and decent people throughout the world in

condemning this crime° Again, this is an area that requires a high level of cooperation

to deal with it. We are ready to play our part.

If solving these collective problems requires greater wilt, then other transnationa[

problems such as the climate crisis requires urgent, immediate and decisive action. Our

failure to do so risks causing irretrievable harm to humanity.

Despite the strong scientific and economic case for action, the global response to

the climate crisis fails far short of what is required both in terms of scale and in urgency.

The projected [eve[ of reduction of greenhouse gas emissions is much too low. The

scientists are warning us of catastrophic consequences if the rise in greenhouse

emissions is not halted. Already some states are facing imminent extinction. To add

insult to injury, the promise of fast-start financing made at Copenhagen a few years ago

has not materialized. The result is that those most at risk are effectively deprived of the

means to adapt to this existential threat. We cannot continue to deal with threats to the

survival of the planet with such casualness.

As a low lying coastal state, Guyana is mindful of the dangers posed by climate

change. We have been at the forefront of appeals for the international community to

match its concern with tangible action. It is clear that some countries are taking this

issue seriously. Norway has led the way by giving tangible support in fighting climate

change. Guyana, for its part, has chosen to pursue a Low Carbon Development Strategy

in order to assure economic growth, social progress and environmental sustainability for
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present and future generations of our citizens. But as our experience patently

demonstrates, this path [s not without its hurdles.

Just three short months ago in Rio de Janeiro, we renewed our collective

commitment to sustainable development and to ensuring the promotion of an

economically, socially and environmentally sustainable future for our planet. We also

agreed that the eradication of poverty [s the greatest challenge facing the world today

and we recomm[tted ourselves to freeing humanity from poverty and hunger as a

matter of urgency.

We must therefore as a matter of exigency respond to the plight of more than
one billion of our fellow citizens who bear the ache of hunger on a dally basis. They are

found on every continent, [n every city, and [n rural communities across the world.

Their plight [s worsening. Food prices are surging once again and risk rising even
further as severe droughts decimate crop yields. Those who suffer from chronic hunger

today cannot walt until the international community agrees on a post-2015

development framework. They cannot walt until we craft new sustainable development

goals. They need action now. The decades-long under-investment [n agriculture and

rural development needs to be urgently reversed if food security [s to be guaranteed on

a sustainable basis. In line with the Rome Principles for Sustainable Global Food

Security, Guyana calls for an acceleration of the twin-track approach to enhance direct

action against hunger for the most vulnerable, and for promoting medium to long term

susta[nabitity [n agriculture and rural development. In this context, increased

international support for the expansion of rural infrastructure is critical.

If we are to maintain our credibility, we must avoid indecisiveness on these issues

that afflict humanity. We are only three short years away from 2015, the year we set

ourselves important goals to improve the security of our planet and enhance the quality

of life for all We must do what we promised to do and we must do so without delay.

Mr. President, greater alacrity is also needed [n the arena of politics where

tensions and unrest in many corners of our globe threaten to undermine international

peace and security. The tide of democratic change that has swept the planet has raised

the expectations of peoples for soda[ progress and better standards of life [n an

environment of enlarged freedoms. These legitimate aspirations deserve the respect

and encouragement of the governments concerned and the support of the international

community. No people should be denied the right to live [n dignity, nor to a life free
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from fear and from want. At the same time, we must be careful to guard against the

superimposition of agendas based on ulterior designs that are alien to these noble

aspirations. White we give sotidarity and support where needed, let us not forget that

this body crafted an important principte of self-determination.

Human rights and fundamental freedoms are best preserved in an environment

of peace and security°  Respect for the rule of law and toterance for the faiths and

beliefs of at[ mankind must continue to be the guiding principles through which we

build harmonious societies. While we condemn the attacks and insult that the recent

film heaped on Islam, we believe that nothing of that nature can justify the murder of

diplomats and the violence we have seen. We extend our sympathy to the people and

government of the United States of America on the murder of Ambassador Christopher

Stevens and others in Libya. We believe that the best homage we can pay to their

memory is to work even harder for a just, peaceful and tolerant wor[do

Mr. President, in concert with the proposed theme of this debate, the United

Nations must continue to pursue peacefut solutions to po[itica[ conflicts, no matter how

slow or painstaking the process may be.

It is my country's sincere hope that peace wit[ soon come to the Syrian people.

Guyana urges the renewal of efforts to bring the warring parties to the negotiating
table. The international community must contribute to peace and not to the

exacerbation of strife and conflict. Any abandonment of its ro[e in bringing peace to

Syria wit[ result in greater suffering in that country and the undermining of security in

that part of the world.  The United Nations must therefore persevere in finding a

peaceful end to the conflict. We therefore support the efforts of the Joint Special Envoy

of the United Nations and the League of Arab States in working for a just peace in Syria.

I wish also to underline Guyana's strong support for the peaceful sett[ement of

the Israe[i-Patestinian conflict. We are of the view that the resolution of this conflict,

which has lasted for too long, is key to a lasting peace in the Middle East. Guyana

recognises the State of Patestine based on its 1967 borders and supports her aspirations

to fuji membership of the United Nations. The Pa[estinian peopte deserve the same

right as people everywhere: to live in dignity, security, freedom and independence, at

peace with a[[ their neighbours and with the right to move freety within their homeland.

Guyana is encouraged by the continuing efforts of the Repubtic of the Sudan and

the Repubtic of South Sudan to resolve their differences through negotiations. We are
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hopeful also that the people of MaLi wilt be able to overcome their current crisis and

restore the celebrated Legacy of Timbuktu.

Having regard to the principle of sovereignty of States within the United Nations

Charter, Guyana wishes to again place on record its firm opposition to the economic,
financial and commercial embargo imposed against its sister Caribbean State of Cuba.

We calL for an immediate end to this policy. Cuba has made great contributions to the

sociaL development of many developing countries. The Lifting of the blockade can allow
it to do more.

Mr. President, the myriad chaLLenges affecting our world today pose a formidable

test to the muLtilateraL system which embodies our collective aspirations for peace and

development. These chat[enges tax our coLLective resolve to act in the best interest of
humankind.

The United Nations was established at a time when the vast majority of the

human family was not represented in its councils and could not speak in their own right.

This is not the case today. The near universaL representativeness of its membership gives

the United Nations unparalleled Legitimacy among world institutions. The governance of

the Organisation needs major reform if it is to reflect the reaLities of the present time

and give fuLL expression to the aspiration of the world's peoples. For the Security

CounciL, the imperative for reform is particuLarLy urgent. I reaffirm Guyana's steadfast

support for early reform of the Council through an expansion in both the permanent

and non-permanent categories with particular regard to the representation of

developing countries.

The United Nations must atso be reformed in a manner that witt enhance its

contribution to gtoba[ economic governance in keeping with the purposes of its Charter.

This body has an important rote to play in addressing the democracy deficit in decision-

making on these matters which often have far-reaching implications, particularly for
smart states.

Reforming the United Nations along these tines wiLL provide it with greater

tegitimacy which is the key to its effectiveness in the eyes of the wortd. That tegitimacy

wilt be enhanced by the delivery of results that meet the expectations of the gtobat

citizenry in areas where action is most needed.
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Mr. President, in conclusion, allow me to recognize the great role p[ayed by this

body over the years in promoting world peace. It has done a [ot to contain and resolve
regiona[ and local conflicts. In our times, the United Nations has become indispensab[e

in tackling pressing g[oba| issues. We must therefore a[[ work together to strengthen

the Organisation to make it more effective in the face of the many cha[[enges that are
ahead.

Ithankyou.


